
ARTS
2323 Principles Of Graphic Design

Instructor: Taehee Kim
Phone: 936.294.4762 
Email: thkim@shsu.edu
Office Hours: T. Th. 
8:30- 9:30 am or by appt.SHSU   FALL  2017

T. Th 12:30 - 3:20

LOCATION
CLASS TIME

PROFESSOR 
CONTACT

OFFICE HOURS

COURSE 
DESCRIPTION

  COURSE 
OBJECTIVES

TEXTBOOK

  REQUIRED 
SUPPLIES

ATTENDANCE
POLICY 

Art Complex, Building E. Room 102

T. Th. 12:30 - 3:20 pm

Taehee Kim
Huntsville Campus, Art Complex, Building D, R104

Phone: 936.294.4762

Email: thkim@shsu.edu 
T. Th.8:30 - 9:30 pm or by appt.

ARTS 2323 (Section 2, CRN 80639) -  Principles of Graphic Design (3 credit hours)

This entry-level course is the first in building the foundation for graphic design. The emphasis is on cre-

ative thinking and problem solving and the development of the designer’s process. Each project builds 

upon the previous in depth and complexity of that process. The student is introduced to computer applica-

tion of two-dimensional concepts and output. Prerequisite: ARTS 1313. Credit 3.

• Developing creative capacities
• Developing specific skills, competencies, and points of view needed by professionals in the field 
most closely related to this course
• Solving visual communication theory and critical thinking

• Exploring and applying design principles, including organization of space

• Understanding tools and technology, including their roles in the creation

• Exploring various methods of design implementation

The New Graphic Design School: A Foundation Course in Principles and Practice, 5th Edition (Optional)  

by David Dabner, Sandra Stewart, and Eric Zempol

Wiley Publishers  (ISBN 1118134419)

Apple MacBook Pro

Adobe Creative Suite Design Premium, or Creative Cloud subscription

Adobe Font Folio Education Essentials 11 Student and Teacher Edition

External usb hard drive

Idea (sketch) book, X-acto knife with lots of extra blades

8.5 x 11 laser printer paper (Neenah bright white 65lb)

12 x 18 laser printer paper (Neenah Classic Crest, 80lb text, solar white)

Large sheets of tracing paper (as needed)

18” metal ruler, Pencil set, Xyron Adhesive Runner or spray adhesive

Scissors, Medium cutting mat, Pen type eraser (Mars, Pentel)

Black masking tape/photo tape, Large Foamcore boards (B or W as needed)

24” metal T-Square (recommended), 36” metal ruler (recommended)

Digital camera (recommended), Materials box (suggested)

Any other necessary materials needed for the course will be covered during lectures and 

on assignment sheets.

Attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to be on time, have supplies ready to work in class, and 

to stay for the duration of the class. Excessive absences, tardiness, or leaving early will adversely affect 

the student’s grade and potential failure of the course.

Full credit for attendance is defined as:

• Arriving to class on time and being physically present when roll is called

• Staying in class during the entire period

• Functioning as an active participant

• Working on class projects only. 

Working on assignments for another class is not allowed.
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GRADING
POLICY

EXAMS

MAKE-UP
POLICY

REQUIREMENTS

Late arrivals: It is the student’s responsibility to check with the instructor upon arrival to receive any 

attendance credit. No credit will be given for attendance after 15 min. of class time. (3 late arrivals equal 1 
unexcused absence.)
Students will be allowed 3 excused class absences. In the event of illness, a doctor’s note is 

required upon return to class for it to be considered excused. More than 3 unexcused absences will reduce 

your final grade by one whole letter grade (if your average = C, then the final grade = D). 

Keep in mind that any missed class periods affect your level of performance and progress. Students are 

responsible for making up any missed work.

• 50 Ways of Seeing : 20 %

• Designing with Type : 10 %

• Iconography : 20 %

• Trademark: 20 %

• First Poster: 20 %

• Participation & Attendance: 10%

*Note: Class participation and attendance will be affected 10 % of each project grade.
100 - 90 = A     89 - 80 = B     79 - 70 = C    69 - 60 = D    59 under = F

A : Exceptional work, exceeding all expect ions. Illustrating significant generation. Craft and presentation 

are exceptional. Excellent attendance and self-motivated class participant on all levels.

B : Good work and craft. Shows initiative and ability to produce work as a matter of discourse. Meets and 

exceeds expectations of assignments, projects and papers. Excellent attendance and participates with 

class on many levels.

C : Meets the standard of work, class participation and craft. Attendance average. Does not significant 

resolve to final projects. Marginal exploration with regards to research, idea and solution generation.

D : Marginal work and craft. Attendance issues. Minimal class participation. Does not show significant 

resolve to final projects. Marginal exploration with regards to research, idea and solution generation.

‘D’ is a passing grade. 

Testing of knowledge by exams and/or quizzes may be part of the curriculum of this class.

Students who have completed all their assignments by the deadline may re-do for an improved grade 

during the semester period.

No late assignments will be accepted without prior permission from the instructor.

Assignments are made up at the discretion of the instructor.

Completion of all projects and outside assignments at the beginning of the class period. 

KEEP EVERYTHING! When turning in assignments aside from final mounted piece, they must include these 

items: all thumbnails, sketches, roughs, comps, research, and printouts in a 10”x13” manila envelope.

* Important Note:  Back-up all work in progress. File managements are your responsibility. Excuses of 

losing files or troubles are not accepted. With the completion of projects, back up the project on a CD. You 

will turn in the CD at the final. 

* Listening music with headphones is not permitted in the class.

Students will be required to check SHSU email and Blackboard regularly.

Students will be reading and doing assignments outside of class. Class time is for lectures, research, 

critiques and individual/group discussions. The majority of assignment work will be completed outside 

of class.
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DEPARTMENT 
OF ART 

BFA REVIEW

DEPARTMENT 
OF ART LAPTOP 
REQUIREMENT

ACADEMIC 
DISHONESTY

Students will be required to complete all assignments by due date. Any assignment not completed will 

earn a grade of “F”.  No late assignments will be accepted without prior permission from the instructor. 

Students will be required to take notes during class, due to the fact most explanations of assignments 

will be oral. Students are to take responsibility for clarifying any confusion or misunderstanding of 

assignments.

Students will be required to participate in group and class critiques. Students are required to be prepared 

to work in each class for the entire period of the class.

Students will be required to attend any scheduled field trips and events.

The purpose of the BFA Review is to ensure that students have learned basic principles and techniques 

needed for advanced art courses. All Art students must successfully complete all of the Art Foundation 

courses and the BFA Review before being accepted into a BFA program in Computer Animation, Photogra-

phy, or Studio Art or Graphic Design. Graphic Design students must also pass a separate Graphic Design 

Review after the BFA Review.

The Art Foundation Courses are WASH, Drawing, and Foundations in Digital Art. (ARTS 1313, 1314, 1315, 

1316, & 2313). Students must pass each course with a grade of C or higher to take the BFA Review and 

proceed to upper level courses.

The semester after all of the Foundation courses are complete, students must sign up for the BFA Review. 

Students should see an art advisor every semester to ensure they take the BFA Review on time. It should 

be taken the semester immediately following the completion of the Foundation Courses. 

Students who do not pass the BFA Review may re-take it the following semester. Students who do not 

pass on the second attempt will not be allowed to continue as BFA majors, but may follow the degree plan 

for the BA in Art. Non-participation after signing up or being advised to sign up will count as a failure of 

that semester’s review.

Graphic Design students must pass the BFA Review, complete Principles of Graphic Design (ARTS 2323) 

and participate in a BFA Review at the end of the semester that they are enrolled in Typography (ARTS 

3322). For more information on the BFA review see the Department of art web page: http://www.shsu.edu/

academics/art/review/

Students in the Department of Art are required to own a laptop as specified by each BFA program. 

Macintosh laptops are strongly recommended and can be purchased at discounted rates for students. 

The specifications for each BFA program and links to the Apple Store can be found on the Department of 

Art website: http://www.shsu.edu/academics/art/resources/laptop-initiative.html . 

Students will be required to have laptops and the Adobe Creative Suite software in art courses that require 

computers. Laptops must meet or exceed the specifications described and be capable of interfacing with 

Department printers and other peripheral devices.

All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students 

are expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the class-

room. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary 

action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a stu-

dent accused of any form of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination 

or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materi-

als. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: http://www.shsu.edu/~slo_www/
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STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

STUDENT 
ABSENCES ON 

RELIGIOUS 
HOLY DAYS

VISITORS IN THE 
CLASSROOM

USE OF 
PHONE & TEXT 

MESSAGING IN 
THE CLASSROOM

DEFACING 
UNIVERSITY 

PROPERTY

DISCLAIMER

It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, 

solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, 

they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. 

Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance should register with the Office 

of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Lee Drain Annex (telephone 936-294-3512, TDD 

936-294-3786, and e-mail disability@shsu.edu). They should then make arrangements with their individual 

instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to 

ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.

SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to 

providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect 

adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Services for Students 

with Disabiliities and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be 

kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Services for 

Students with Disabilities. For a complete listing of the university policy, see:

http://www.shsu.edu/dotAsset/7ff819c3-39f3-491d-b688-db5a330ced92.pdf

Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a 

student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a 

religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a 

holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 

11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence 

and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused 

within a reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student 

desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall 

present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor 

will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/

or examinations are to be completed. For a complete listing of the university policy, see:

http://www.shsu.edu/~vaf_www/aps/documents/861001.pdf

Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the profes-

sor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to 

audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar’s Office.

Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learn-

ing process and, thus impedes the mission of the university. Please turn off or mute your cellular phone 

and/or pager before class begins. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result, minimally, in a 

directive to leave class or being reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with 

university policy.

Do not paint on concrete, asphalt, trees, sides of buildings, etc. When using any kind of paint use a drop 

cloth or tarp to protect the surface from overspray. Defacing university property is prohibited by university 

policy. Students will be held responsible for the cost of damages to the facilities.

Instructor reserves the right to change or modify the syllabus based on class progress, 

but will outline any such changes to the class when needed.
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Week One
08. 24

Week Two
08. 29

08. 31

Week Three
09. 05

09. 07

Week Four
09. 12

09. 14

Week Five
09. 19

09. 21

Week Six
09. 26

09. 28

Week Seven
10. 03

10. 05

Week Eight
10. 10

10. 12

Introduction: Syllabus Review, textbook, Supplies list, Grading

for next class: 3-ring binder and 6 examples of well designed and need improvement

Lecture on the Design Principles and the Design Process 

Intro: 50 Ways of Seeing

Work period: Investigation, brainstorming, and collect images

for next class: 20 visual solutions with a selected topic

Work period: review images, collect images

for next class: 40 visual solutions
supplies for mounting instruction: 
white form board, Xacto knife, metal ruler, adhesive spray, traicing paper, black masking 

tape, cutting matt and a printed image

Mounting/Printing instruction

Work period: review images, collect images

Group critique with 50 visual solutions

50 Ways of Seeing Production

Final 50 Ways of Seeing DUE
Intro: Designing with Type
Work period: Research, definitions, examples

60 thumbnails due ( 10 per design problem)
Group discussion

Work period:  computer comp development

Group discussion

Work period:  computer comp development

Critique: Designing with Type

Final Designing with Type DUE
Intro: Iconography

Demo: Illustration warm up

Work period: Research, collect images

30 thumbnails due ( 10 per design problem)
Group discussion

Work period:  computer comp development

Work period:  computer comp development
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Critique: Iconography
Work period: Refinement and prodcution

Final Iconography DUE
Intro: Trademark

Work period: Research, definitions, examples, word list, mindmap

40 thumbnails due ( 20 per design problem)
Group discussion

Work period:  computer comp development

Work period:  computer comp development

Critique: Trademark

Final Trademark DUE
Intro: The First Poster

Work period: Research, definitions, examples, mindmap

20 thumbnails due
Group discussion

Work period:  computer comp development

Work period:  computer comp development

Thanksgiving ( No Class)

Critique: The First Poster
Work period: Refinement and prodcution

Final : The First Poster DUE

Week Nine
10. 17

10. 19

Week Ten
10. 24

10. 26

Week Eleven
10. 31

11. 02

Week Twelve
11. 07

11. 09

Week Thirteen
11. 14

11. 16

Week Fourteen
11. 21

11. 23

Week Fifteen
11. 28

11. 30

Week Sixteen
Final Exam Day
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SYLLABUS AGREEMENT

I have read the syllabus (either in paper or online) and class outline and under-
stand the classroom policies, expectations, and rules as stated in the syllabus 
and outline. By signing this form I agree to comply with the policies listed and 
accept the outline for this class.

Date:

Student Name:

Student Signature: 


