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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

General overview of the constitutional aspects of confinement in the United States. The course 
will cover all aspects of confinement including jail, prison and community supervision. In 
addition to covering conditions of confinement the course will cover topics concerning 
individual rights touching on punishment, rights before and during community supervision and 
legal rights while confined. Class participation is highly encouraged. I expect to have some 
speakers who have participated in the various aspects of corrections to share the experiences with 
the class and tie those experiences in with course material. 

COURSE OBJETIVES 

I) Know the importance the constitution plays in all aspects of corrections and the criminal
justice system as a whole.

2) Have a firm understanding of the Federal Constitution's part in State run prison system.
3) Understand the rights lost or diminished by a person's incarceration as compared to the

rights of non-incarcerated persons.
4) Gain knowledge of specific constitutionally guaranteed rights of prisoners such as access

to courts (which includes free world courts, TDCJ internal grievance system, TDCJ
disciplinary hearings and subsequent punishments), cruel and unusual punishments, death
penalty, civil commitment, TDCJ takings, freedom of press, and medical rights.

COURSE REOUIRMENTS 

Regular attendance is expected. In order to do well in this class a student will need to be present 
for class. Due to the fact that this class meets once weekly (approximately 15 times including 
three exam days), only two absences are allowed. Some in class assignments/quizzes may be 
given and should you be absent that day, you will loose the opportunity to receive credit for 
those. For any absences over two the student will not receive the opportunity to earn extra credit. 
Additionally if a student has two or less absences the professor will raise the grade of the student 








