HLTH 5338 – Consumer Health Education

Course Syllabus – Fall 2017
       Instructor:
 
Bill Hyman

Office:

CHSS – 452H 





       Phone: 

294-1212

Email:

bhyman@shsu.edu
                   Office hours:
Monday, Tuesday
8:30 – 10:00
       Required Text: 
Taking Sides: Clashing Views in Health and Society, 12th edition



Eileen L. Daniel – ISBN 10: 1259394042
       Course Objectives: 

       By the completion of the course, the student will: 

1. identify a variety of contemporary moral and ethical issues that face health professionals in today’s society.

2. explain the controversial nature of selected moral and ethical health issues.

3. express their personal views of selected moral and ethical issues while maintaining a dignified respect for the position of others.
4. be familiar with current literature pertaining to controversial issues in health and society; and,

5. demonstrate the ability to research a topic which will enhance the student’s professional practice. 


Course Structure:

The course will be divided into four modules.  Pay special attention to the deadlines for submission on the course calendar.  The module assignments and materials will be posted into Blackboard.  All assignments must be submitted by midnight on the closing date of the module.  Discussion boards will have participation deadlines to insure full participation by all students.  
COURSE EVALUATION:
Term paper






   40

162 - 180 = A

Discussion Boards 




  
   20

144 - 161 = B

Module Assignments







126 – 143 = C


 (25 points plus 5 per abstract)

 120

< 126 = F

Total Possible Points





180
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

This on-line class is a deadline and quality oriented course.  Each and every assignment must be submitted by the posted deadline, and graduate quality work is expected of all students. 
Modules:

Four modules will be posted in Blackboard according to the course calendar.  Complete the assignment as a Microsoft Word document and attach it as a local file.  All parts of the assignment, including the abstract, must be submitted as one document, with the sections of the module separated by headings.  As soon as I can get the modules graded, I will submit the numerical grade into the grade book.  Each student is fully responsible for submitting each module in its entirety by the due date posted on the course calendar.  

Abstracts:

One journal article abstract will be included with each module.  The article should address the general issue being covered in the current module.  Articles should come from professional journals or reliable sources (2013 or later).  The abstracts should be one typed page and should be referenced in APA style  (http://www.shsu.edu/~wctr/handouts/APA_references.pdf.). A visit to the University Writing Center at http://www.shsu.edu/~wctr/ may be helpful.  Summarize the content of the article and provide a personal reaction/ critique/perspective.  Abstracts are to be submitted as the last component of each module, separated with a heading giving the abstract title and reference.  A sample abstract is posted in Blackboard.
Term Paper:

Each student will select a current controversial health issue for which they would like to become an “expert” and submit a research paper on that topic.   The paper should present a current controversial or ethical issue in the field of health using the latest research and data available.   It should conclude with the student taking a clear position on the issue, the student’s perspective on what the future of that particular issue holds, and the student’s view of how individuals and society should prepare to successfully deal with the issue.  The paper should be 4-6 pages (double spaced) in length and fully referenced in APA style.  Feel free to use the assistance of the SHSU writing center.  Due date: See Course Calendar.  Early submissions are welcome!
Discussion Boards:

Each student will participate in regular discussion boards.  For each module, I will post one or two questions for discussion.  You will need to answer by replying (approximately one paragraph) directly to each question by the deadline that I post for each discussion.  You will also need to respond to two of your classmate’s answers by the next posted deadline.  Your response may be to agree or disagree, share your opinion, encourage them, add to their comments, or provide any other appropriate feedback to them.  Provide your honest opinion and provide some logical explanation for that opinion.  Don’t hesitate to disagree with someone and don’t be offended if someone disagrees with you.


In summary, for most units you will be required to make at least three posts to each discussion forum.  The sequence for discussion participation is:

1. I will post the questions for discussion.

2. Respond to the posted question(s) with a new thread.

3. Respond to two of your classmates’ comments.

4. I would hope that you would review your feedback and respond if you wish, but that is optional. 

Rules for Discussion Groups

1. For each discussion board posted, you will be required to respond by the assigned posting date.  You will then be required to re-enter the discussion and reply to at least two of your classmate’s threads by the reply deadline.

2. Your responses must be thoughtful.  I will be the judge of the quality of your discussion.  Put some thought into what you want to say and provide support for your position. Your posting should be at least one paragraph in length and should contain substance – some real food for thought.  Remember, this is a graduate class and your work should reflect a higher level of critical thinking 

3. Respect each your classmate’s point of view and be courteous to everyone involved in the discussion.  You are free to disagree, but be mature enough to argue the point without degrading the person.

4. Also, be mature enough to allow others to criticize your position without becoming upset or offended by their differences.

5. Maintain confidentiality.  Don’t reveal any personal information about yourself or about anyone else that should remain private.

6. Do not include any profanity or unwholesome comments or information.


There should be no mistake concerning what is required in this course.  If you have any questions or problems at any time, do not hesitate to contact me.  I am glad you are in my class.

Students with disabilities policy:
“Students with a disability which affects their academic performance are expected to arrange for a conference with the instructor in order that appropriate strategies can be considered to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.”  The physically impaired may contact the Director of the Counseling Center, 294-1720.
