American Religious History Since 1865
Hist 3378 Sec 01

Tue & Th 12:30-1:50pm ABIV 305 Fall 2017
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Welcome to a Semester of Intellectual Engagement
and Historical Analysis!

Religion has long been a central part of modern American history.
From the spiritualists who sought to commune with the thousands who
died on the Civil War battle fields to contemporary debates over
Muslim immigration, religious thought and practice have permeated
nearly every part of the nation’s culture. This course examines both the
centrality and diversity of religions in America, with a focus on both its
influence on American culture as well as its many diverse expressions.

The class has four primary objectives:

1. Gain knowledge of the main themes, moments, and events in

g American religious history since the Civl War. This includes

Benjamin E. Park examining key people, movements, and principles.

Office: AB4 403 2. Hone the ability to analyze questions and themes concerning

Phone: (936) 294-1490 religion in America, assess historical information accurately, and

email: bpark@shsu.edu distinguish between questionable and valid historical assertions in
exams and papers.

3. Learn through example and practice in classroom activities,
papers, and exams to evaluate primary and secondary sources

Office Hours: skillfully and honestly.

Tuesday and Thursday 4. Learn to skillfully integrate data into coherent arguments

9:30-11:00am expressed through a clear, well-written style in exams, papers, class

discussion, and other classroom learning activities.

twitter: @BenjaminEPark




SRR

ONEMENT

Course Welcome
Course Policies

How to Take this Course
Reading Assignments
Course Assignments
Classroom Etiquette
Point Breakdown
Course Schedule

University Policies

G UAR Nﬂ:\b MK

7/ BT \
//cA4IN| WE LLO\N FORLAGN

€ RxNC -
AL
OVER

Welcome (Cont)

Beyond these primary historical goals, this course aims to refine the
critical thinking tools necessary for many fields and duties outside
the humanities. Students should leave the class better prepared to
read critically, think analytically, and argue persuasively.

This course will be run as a seminar, meaning that each day
students should be prepared to discuss the assigned reading.
Classes that take place on Tuesday will involve a general overview of
a topic, and class on Thursday will be devoted to discussion of the
primary sources related to that week’s theme.
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Attendance & Reading

As with any college course,
learning and progression are
dependent upon class
participation and attendance.
Therefore, markings of
attendance and reading will
make up a considerable portion
of the student’s overall grade. A
sheet will be passed around
every class period which will
record both your attendance
and the percentage of reading
you have completed. Students
must never mark the roll on
behalf of anyone else, present
or absent. The choice to disobey
this rule, if discerned, results
in failure of the course. This
emphasis on attendance and
preparation rewards the
diligent student by granting
twenty percent of one’s grade
merely by preparing for and
attending every class period.
You are allowed to miss two
classes without punishment,
and three more can be made up
through extra credit. More than
five unexcused absences
results in failure of the course.

Submitting Written Work

All written work will be
submitted through blackboard.
This includes research papers
as well as the Q&As. I will not
excuse late work if you do not
alert me beforehand. If you
anticipate that you will not be
able to submit your work on
time, for whatever reason,
please let me know well in
advance.

Commonplace Books

Throughout the semester,
students will be required to
keep a “commonplace book.”
These will be kept on
blackboard under the
“Commonplace Book” tab.
Please title each entry with the
date of the assigned reading.
On Tuesdays, whenever there is

an assigned article or book
chapter, students will
summarize the reading’s
argument in one paragraph.
(If there are two assigned
readings, students can just
summarize one of them.) On
Thursdays, when there are
primary source reading
assignments, students will
transcribe one quotation
from any of the assigned
texts. They will also write one
paragraph on what surprised
them in the readings. I will
periodically check these
commonplace book entries
online, and they will be
graded on a pass/fail basis.
All entries are due at the
time class starts on the day
the readings are assigned.

Class Debates

This class will perform three
different debates, each
attached to an assigned
monograph. Students will be
delegated to one of six groups
—two each for every book—
so you only have to perform
once. (These groups can also
serve as built-in study/
support groups for the entire
semester.) The first two
groups will debate whether
Senator Reed Smoot, a
Mormon apostle, should be
allowed a seat in the senate;
the middle two groups will
debate whether Aimee
Semple McPherson was
“good” for American
Christianity; and finally, the
final two group will debate
whether the PTL club
betrayed their subscribers.
These exercises should
develop group skills as well
as build classroom
camaraderie. They will be
graded on their depth of
knowledge and level of
creativity. More information
will be given as the time
approaches.




Research Essay &
“Unessay"

The primary writing assignment,
and highest percentage of your
overall grade, is loosely titled a
“research essay.” I have left the
title loose because the
parameters of what you can write
about are similarly loose.
Students will choose a topic
related to American religious
history since the Civil War that
they would like to explore
through a five- to six-page paper.
The papers that receive top
grades are those that
demonstrate critical thinking,
deep contemplation, clear
writing, and scholarly rigor.
Topics must be approved by me
prior to 10/27, either by email or
in person. The papers are then
due papers before Thanksgiving
break, on 11/21. I will provide
feedback within a week. Then,
those who wish to perform deep
revisions may submit a revised
copy before the final day of class
on 12/1.

Alternatively, students are free to
choose the “unessay” option,
which is to be a creative
replacement for the essay. Pick a
theme, question, event, or
individual from the period
covered in class, and then come
up with an imaginative way to
engage it: a quilt, a painting, a
Buzzfeed-style listicle (including
a clickbait title!), or even a short
story. This is a way for you to
creatively explore the topics we
cover in class in a way better
suited for your own style and
talents. All “unessay”
submissions will be due on 12/1.

There will be detailed information
found on specific instructions
sheets for these assignments, as
well as successful examples. If
you experience any difficulty, or
anticipate difficulties, it is better
to talk to me as soon as possible.

Midterm & Final Exam

A midterm exam will be
administered halfway through
the semester to gauge your
progress. The final exam is
comprehensive and will be
administered in class on the
assigned date. The test will
include multiple choice, short
answer, term identification, and
a few essay questions. A study
guide will be provided before both
exams.

Extra Credit

Small amounts of extra credit
will be available throughout the
term and will be entirely
comprised of extra reading.
Students will be provided with an
approved reading list (books and
articles that are not on the list,
but are approved by me, will also
be eligible), and for every one
hundred pages read there will be
five extra credit points rewarded.
Credit will be assessed by the
student visiting my office and
discussing the book or article,
specifically relating how the text
has enriched his or her
understanding of American
religious history.

Course Structure

I have been very deliberate in
how I constructed this course.
Rather than making it so you
have various moments of fervent
action, surrounded by periods of
calm, I tried to make this course
work as constant and steady
effort. Think of it as a marathon
instead of a sprint. If you attend
class, do all the reading, and
turn in the weekly writing
assignments, it is near-
impossible not to get a good
grade. (The only wild-cards are
the essay/unessay and debates.)
Slow and persistent effort is all
you need. Put another way: if you
work hard, I promise that the
class will be easy!
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are
expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any
student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University
and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of
academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be
submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. A copy of the University policy is available on
the Sam Houston State University website. If you need clarification about what constitutes plagiarism, do not hesitate
to ask or see me during office hours.
STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY:
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from
attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day,
including travel for that purpose. Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a
religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20....” A student whose
absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an
examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the
absence.
University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor. A student desiring to
absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each
instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form
notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be
completed.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY:
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by
reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be
denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that
might affect their academic performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities
located in the Counseling Center. They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that
appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and
achievement opportunities are not impaired. SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws,
regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you
have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then | encourage you to register with the SHSU
Counseling Center and to talk with me about how | can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept

strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Counseling Center.



VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:

Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all
cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must

apply to do so through the Registrar's Office.

SKILL OBJECTIVES

Critical Thinking: Students will be taught to think critically and analytically, and to ask appropriate questions about
different historical societies and cultures, integrating and synthesizing knowledge they gain in the course, forming

conclusions, and building an informed belief system from the complex of information presented in the course content.

Communication: To include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and
visual communication. Communication skills will be addressed in this class through class participation, the reading
and discussion of historical texts, attending lectures, and/or watching films. Students will learn through the use of

historical materials to critically evaluate the time periods in which these materials originated.

Personal Responsibility: To include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-
making. Personal responsibility will be addressed in this course as students articulate how to make sound ethical
judgments based on the development of their personal value system. By studying how individuals in the past drew
upon their cultural belief systems to make ethical choices students will learn how their personal choices based upon

ideas, values, and beliefs influence their larger society and culture today.

Social Responsibility: To include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to engage
effectively in regional, national, and global communities. Social Responsibility will be addressed in this course as
students learn about the ways in which individuals and groups in the past made decisions aimed at promoting civil
discourse, civic participation, and other social values so as to improve society for all. Students will thus learn about

their own social responsibilities in improving current American society.



