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DEPARTMENT:     Agricultural Sciences 
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: AGRI 5350 – Advanced Principles of Livestock 

Management 
SEMESTER:                                        Spring 2018 
LOCATION OF CLASS MEETING:   PIRK 210 B 
CLASS MEETING TIME:    Thursday, 1:00 – 3:50 pm 
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Kyle J. Stutts  
OFFICE LOCATION:    Pirkle Engineering Technology Center - Room 450 D 
TELEPHONE:     936-294-1219 (office) 
EMAIL:      stutts@shsu.edu 
OFFICE HOURS:     As posted or by appointment  
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This course will explore current technologies and management practices utilized in commercial and 

purebred livestock enterprises in the United States.  Management practices and techniques in the areas 

of nutrition, reproduction, genetics, health, and growth and development will be evaluated.  In addition, 

students will explore various marketing options and will become familiar with equipment and facilities 

necessary for production of cattle and other livestock species. 

 

REFERENCE AND TEXTBOOK:  

• There is no required textbook. 

• Required readings/articles will be posted on Blackboard 

 

GRADING PLAN:  

This course will consist of exams, individual homework assignments, and group discussions. Individual 

work will consist of several written assignments in addition to quizzes and homework assignments. 

Large group discussions will be facilitated by the instructor and students during the lecture period.  

Letter grades will be determined based upon the grades received on exams, assignments/quizzes, and 

active participation in course discussions. 

Grade distributions will be based upon the following scale: 

A = 90 – 100       B = 80 – 89       C = 70 – 79       F = <70 

 



ASSIGNMENTS: 

All assignments for this course will be submitted electronically through SHSU Blackboard unless 

otherwise instructed. Be sure to pay close attention to deadlines—there will be no make-up 

assignments or quizzes, or late work accepted without a serious and compelling reason and instructor 

approval.  All assignments will be submitted using Turn It In and will be evaluated for plagiarism.  Do 

your own work!   

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
  
Regular and punctual class attendance is expected.  If a student misses an exam due to an EXCUSED 
absence, arrangements must be made IN ADVANCE with the instructor to take the exam.  Work turned in 
late (unexcused) will not be accepted and will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.  In addition, 
SHSU policy states that a student may be penalized for more than three hours of absences at the 
discretion of the instructor. 
          
 ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  
 
 All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach.  Students 
are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of 
the classroom.  Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to 
disciplinary action.  The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings 
against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on an 
examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of 
resource materials.  
 
Cheating WILL NOT be tolerated.  Students caught cheating on an exam or quiz will be given a zero (0) for 
the exam or quiz grade and a letter will be written to the student's file. 

 
CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT: 
 
Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the 
learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the university.  Cellular phones and pagers must be 
turned off before class begins.  Students are prohibited from making offensive remarks, sleeping, talking at 
inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engage in any other form of distraction.  
Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class. 
Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action 
in accordance with university policy. 
 
USE OF TELEPHONES AND TEXT MESSAGING DEVICES IN ACADEMIC CLASSROOMS: 
 
The use by students of electronic devices that perform the function of a telephone or text messaging 
during class-time may be prohibited if deemed disruptive by the instructor to the conduct of the class. 
Arrangements for handling potential emergency situations may be granted at the discretion of the 
instructor. Failure to comply with the instructor’s policy could result in expulsion from the classroom or 
with multiple offenses, failure of the course.  



 
Any use of a telephone, text messaging device, or any device that performs these functions during a test 
period is prohibited. These devices should not be present during a test and should be stored securely in 
such a way that they cannot be seen or used by the student. Even the visible presence of such a device 
during the test period will result in a zero for that test. Use of these devices during a test is considered de 
facto evidence of cheating and could result in a charge of academic dishonesty. 
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT: 
 
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, 
solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, 
they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. 
Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance should register with the Office of 
Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Lee Drain Annex (telephone 936-294-3512, TDD 936-
294-3786, and e-mail disability@shsu.edu). They should then make arrangements with their individual 
instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to 
ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired. 
 
SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to 
providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect 
adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Services for Students with 
Disabilities and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept 
strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Services for 
Students with Disabilities. For a complete listing of the university policy, see: 
http://www.shsu.edu/dept/academic-affairs/documents/aps/students/811006.pdf 
 
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS: 
 
University policy states that a student who is absent from class for the observance of a religious holy day 
shall be permitted to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a 
reasonable time after the absence.  A student who wishes to be excused for a religious holy day must 
present the instructor with a written statement describing the holy day(s) and the travel involved.  The 
instructor should provide the student with a written description of the deadline for the completion of 
missed exams and/or assignments. 
 
TOBACCO POLICY: 
 
In order to promote a healthy, safe, and aesthetically pleasing work, educational, and living environment, 
Sam Houston State University (SHSU) will endorse a smoke free and tobacco free environment. The 
primary purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines prohibiting smoking and the use of all tobacco 
products. Tobacco products include cigarettes, cigars, pipes, smokeless tobacco, and all other tobacco 
products.  This policy applies to all faculty, staff, students, employees of contractors, and visitors of Sam 
Houston State University on the premises of the university. 
 

 

 



SHSU WRITING CENTER: 

The Sam Houston Writing Center, located in Farrington 111, is open from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m. Monday 

through Thursday, 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. on Friday, and 2 - 7 p.m. on Sunday.  Writing tutors will work with 

you one-on-one at any stage of the writing process (brainstorming, generating a draft, organizing a 

draft, or revising a draft) for any written assignment. The Writing Center operates on an appointment 

system, so please call (936) 294-3680 to schedule a session with a writing tutor. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  

• Overview of livestock production from a state, national, and global perspective 

• Challenges facing the livestock industry 

• Current research in animal science 

• Biotechnology in animal agriculture 

• Beef production systems 

• DNA Technology 

• Fetal Programming in Beef Cattle 

• Bovine Respiratory Disease Complex 

• Nutritional Programming of Puberty 

• Conventional vs Genomic EPD 

• Cow-Calf, Feedlot, and Packer Margins 

• Marketing Options for Beef Cattle 

• Adding Value to Feeder Calves 

 

 


