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Digging into America’s
Founding

How did thirteen colonies join together
to secede from the world’s most
powerful empire?

You might not have noticed, but Americans love to
talk about the Revolution. With good reason! It’s
one of the momentous episodes in world history. But
it is also complex—definitely more complicated than
our national myths. This semester we will dig into
the Revolution’s origins, development, and legacies.

Since most of the books we will read cover the same
chronological period, we will be diving into the
topic from different angles and perspectives.
Therefore, I hope you will learn as much about the
historical craft as the Revolution itself.

Though I know it can be uncomfortable for some, I
expect everyone to participate in our seminar, which
will make up a substantive portion of your grade.
Further, I reserve the right to adjust borderline
grades based on committed participation.

This course will cover a lot of reading. A lot. This
your warning. I promise I have been careful in
selecting only those books that are most helpful.

“...these united Colonies
are, and of Right ought
to be Free and
Independent States...”

By the end of this semester, students are expected to:

* Acquire a substantial knowledge of America’s complex
revolution by reading some of its best interpreters.

* Demonstrate competence of the historian’s craft by
outlining key themes and methods historians have
used to engage the revolutionary era.

* Evaluate scholarly work by rigorously engaging
significant books and articles. This will be done
primarily through reviews and essays.

Buckle up and enjoy a fun—if rigorous—semester!
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Course Approach

It might be useful to take a step back and consider
how this course is constructed. You'll find that some
elements of this course might be a bit more
demanding than you’ll find in other grad seminars—
most notably, the weekly reading. But you'll also
notice that this comes at the expense of cutting out
other traditional requirements—most notably, the
research paper. This was a conscious decision I made
in order to cover as much material as possible. This
course should feel like a marathon instead of a sprint:
you will have constant work, but there should never
be a period where you are overwhelmed. (Or, at least,
more overwhelmed than usual.) If you do the weekly

reading, reviews, and the two review essays, it is
difficult not to get a solid grade.

REQUIRED BOOKS

Gordon Wood, The American Revolution: A History
(Modern Library/Penguin).

Steve Pincus, The Heart of the Declaration: The Founders’
Case for an Activist Government (Yale UP).

Pauline Maier, American Scripture: Making the Declaration
of Independence (Knopf/Vintage).

Robert Gross, The Minutemen and Their World (Hill &
Wang).

Kathleen Duval, Independence Lost: Lives on the Edge of
the American Revolution (Random House).

Gerald Horne, The Counter-Revolution of 1776: Slave
Resistance & the Origins of the United States (NYU Press).

Maya Jasanoff, Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the
Revolutionary World (Knopf/Vintage).

Mary Beth Norton, Liberty’s Daughters: The Revolutionary
Experience of American Women, 1750-1800 (Cornell UP).

Annette Gordon-Reed and Peter S. Onus, “Most Blessed of
the Patriarchs”: Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the
Imagination (Norton/Liveright).

Jack Rakove, Original Meanings: Politics and Ideas in the
Making of the Constitution (Knopf/Vintage).

John Ragosta, Wellspring of Liberty: How Virginia’s
Religious Dissenters Helped with the American Revolution &
Secured Religious Liberty (Oxford UP).

Janet Polasky, A Revolution Without Borders: The Call to
Liberty in the Atlantic World (Yale UP).
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Late Policy and Plagiarism

This is a graduate course, so | expect you to turn
everything in on time. If you anticipate a problem with
any of the assignments, please contact me in advance.
There is no excuse for turning in something late without
previously approving it through me. Penalties vary
according to assignment (please consult individual
rubrics), but in general there is a steep penalty for work
turned in a day late and zero credit for work turned in
after that.

There will be no tolerance for plagiarism. Please
familiarize yourself with the definition and boundaries of
plagiarism. Slight cases will result in a failure for the
assignment, and serious cases will result in failure of
the course.




SCHEDULE

R: Required S: Suggested (Articles are found on Blackboard)













UNIVERSITY POLICIES

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are
expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any
student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The
University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form
of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to
be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. A copy of the University policy is available
on the Sam Houston State University website. If you need clarification about what constitutes plagiarism, do not

hesitate to ask or see me during office hours.

STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY:
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from
attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day,
including travel for that purpose. Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a
religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20...." A student whose
absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an
examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the
absence.
University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor. A student desiring to
absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each
instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form
notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be

completed.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY:
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by
reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be
denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that
might affect their academic performance are expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with
Disabilities located in the Counseling Center. They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so
that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation
and achievement opportunities are not impaired. SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws,
regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you
have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then | encourage you to register with the SHSU
Counseling Center and to talk with me about how | can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept

strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Counseling Center.



VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:

Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all
cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must

apply to do so through the Registrar's Office.

SKILL OBJECTIVES

Critical Thinking: Students will be taught to think critically and analytically, and to ask appropriate questions about
different historical societies and cultures, integrating and synthesizing knowledge they gain in the course, forming
conclusions, and building an informed belief system from the complex of information presented in the course

content.

Communication: To include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and
visual communication. Communication skills will be addressed in this class through class participation, the reading
and discussion of historical texts, attending lectures, and/or watching films. Students will learn through the use of

historical materials to critically evaluate the time periods in which these materials originated.

Personal Responsibility: To include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-
making. Personal responsibility will be addressed in this course as students articulate how to make sound ethical
judgments based on the development of their personal value system. By studying how individuals in the past drew
upon their cultural belief systems to make ethical choices students will learn how their personal choices based upon

ideas, values, and beliefs influence their larger society and culture today.

Social Responsibility: To include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, and the ability to
engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities. Social Responsibility will be addressed in this
course as students learn about the ways in which individuals and groups in the past made decisions aimed at
promoting civil discourse, civic participation, and other social values so as to improve society for all. Students will

thus learn about their own social responsibilities in improving current American society.



