
 

 

EARLY MUSIC VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
MUEN 1118/3118/5118, SPRING SEMESTER 2017 
 

1 credit hour 

CRN: 21277 or 21281 

Location: Music Building, Room 328 

Meeting Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 2:00pm to 3:20pm 

INSTRUCTOR 

Dr. Mario Aschauer 

Office: Music Building, Room 315 

Email: mario.aschauer@shsu.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The Early Music Vocal Ensemble (EMVE) specializes in repertoire from the 

pre-classical periods and its performance following a historically 

informed approach. This semester’s project is entitled “Henry Purcell: 

Anthems and Voluntaries” and features highlights from Purcell’s lesser 

known sacred music. Together with Opera Workshop’s production of 

Dido and Aeneas, this project gives you a thorough introduction to 

English Baroque repertoire and performance styles. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The EMVE provides practice in small ensemble singing with all its 

opportunities and responsibilities. It seeks to introduce you to 

repertoire off the beaten track that otherwise you typically only get 

to see in music history textbooks. As member of the EMVE you not only 

see, but you do. The ensemble therefore serves as a “practical music 

history” of sorts. More importantly, you also see me do. In other words, 

the EMVE also introduces you to methods for how you in your future 

careers can do similar projects based on historically informed 

performance—from ways to design programs to specialized performance 

questions. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Attendance 

In most of the repertoire we will be performing, there are only two 

singers or even one singer per part. For this reason it is absolutely 

necessary that you attend rehearsals. Remember: It’s really not a lot of 

fun to rehearse an eight-part motet with six people … 

Score Study and Listening 

In a small ensemble, we can never count on just leaning back and being 

carried by the others (like we might sometimes do in a large choir). 

Rather, we have all the responsibilities of a soloist. However, we can’t 

take the liberties that we might have as soloists. Therefore: A small 



 

 

ensemble is perhaps the most challenging but also the coolest 

performance setting to perform in. Only the best of the best can do it 

well. We will always agree on a week’s rehearsal rep one week in advance, 

which gives you time to study pitches and rhythms. Practice to say the 

text out loud like a theater actor! Listen to recordings and get a sense 

of what the world best ensembles in the scene do with the music!  

Solo Parts 

Much of Purcell’s sacred music is composed in the “concerted style”. In 

practice this means that there are lots of virtuosic solo parts that 

should be sung by members of the ensemble. To this end, I would like to 

get to know your voices individually in the second class meeting. Please 

prepare the short piece passed out in our first meeting. 

GRADING 

The grade will be determined with weights calculated as indicated: 

Attendance 50% 

Participation 50% 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

1st rehearsal w/ continuo:  tbd 

Dress Rehearsal:   Sunday, 29 April, 5pm 

Concerts:    Monday, 30 April, 7:30, Recital Hall 

    Wednesday 2 May, 8:00, First Evangelical 

Lutheran, Houston 


