
Criticism & Analysis
Writing about dance is a way to solidify your perception and opinions 
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Spring 2018
DANC 4372.01
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am – 10:50am
GPAC Room 240

Assistant Professor, Joshua Manculich 
Department of Dance, office 150H
http://Jxm185@shsu.eduTA: Michelle Cantua, http://msc023@shsu.edu

This course provides an opportunity to view, discuss, read, think and write about dance through the related perspectives of criticism and aesthetics. The course provides a forum for enhancing critical thinking and analytical skills, and for developing a vocabulary with which to address a fundamentally non-verbal art form. The work of the course consists of class discussion, dance viewings and various writing projects, both exploratory and formal.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
· Improve your ability to watch, discuss, and write about dance from an informed socially conscious perspective
· Learn about several important eras from midcentury to the present
· Research many current choreographers and their work
· Learn how to write in a balanced, well-developed, personal way
· The basic format of the course is writing and discussion based on readings, viewings and presented class material.
· Students will attend selected performances for class discussion and writing assignments.
· Students will actively participate in class discussions about assigned readings and dance viewings
· Students will complete all in-class and homework assignments.
· Students will write four formal papers, varying in length between 600 – 1500 words.
· Students will maintain a writing notebook throughout the semester
· Students will participate in studio exercises designed to sharpen skills of observation and articulation.




THE TAKE AWAY:

to work out your response to and ideas about the reading in regular exploratory writing; to refine ideas from exploratory writing into critical analysis; to construct an emphatic and specific argument; to assemble persuasive evidence and organize it coherently; to sharpen writing style; to revise writing substantially.

NITTY-GRITTY
Grades
A	90 – 100
B	80 – 89
C	70 – 79
D	60 – 69
F	59 and lower
How to do well in this class…
· BE PRESENT…SHOW UP
· INVESTMENT 
· COMMUNICATION – Forming and speaking ideas is easy for some and difficult for others. If it is easy: be cognizant of the fact that others might be more reluctant to speak out, but that their ideas are an important part of your learning. If it is hard: take a chance and voice your opinions, your ideas are valuable to others, and it is important that you express them.
· SUPPORT 

Papers (Paper 1: 100pts, Paper 2: 100pts, Paper 3: 200pts, Artist Statement: 200pts) This is a writing enhanced course, and these papers are a mandatory part of the class. Lengths range from 300 to 1000 words. Classroom Discussions (100pts) You are expected to demonstrate genuine knowledge and investment in class material. Be prepared to share opinions and feedback regarding the work presented in class. Quizzes (100pts) are given several times throughout the semester. Additional performances will be mandatory. One will have a ticket cost associated with it. Your writing journal with additional exercises/smaller assignments is one fifth of your final grade (200pts).

Paper Policies 
All papers should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, and have 1" margins. Word counts exclude title pages, which should include the title, student's name, assignment, and the date. Staple all pages in the upper left-hand corner. In addition to submitting a hard copy at the beginning of class, you must also email me a copy of your essay in Word before class. Late assignments will receive an initial deduction of 10 points and lose an additional 5 points for each day late.

DANCE DEPARTMEMT POLICIES

ATTENDANCE POLICY - Due to the participatory nature of the course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken each class period. Each absence in excess of 4 class periods will lower the student’s course grade by 5 percentage points. Absences for official university functions may be excused provided that the student requests this accommodation well in advance and presents official documentation. All other absences count toward the total. Professional opportunities will be assessed at half an absence.

TARDY POLICY – Students will not be allowed to be tardy to class.  

DANCE MAJORS MEETINGS - Dance Majors meetings take place on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 PM.  Students in Dance Majors technique classes (DANC 1333, 1334, 2333, 2334 3333, 3334, 3335, 4333, 4334 and 4335) must attend Dance Majors meetings.  Absence from the Majors Meeting counts as one of the absences allowed for the course. Make your schedule clear for these times. 

CELL PHONE POLICY - No cell phones are allowed in class.  Any student using a cell phone during class will be asked to leave class.  This early departure will be counted as an absence. 

DANCE PROGRAM CASTING POLICY – Students who make grades lower than B in dance technique classes or F in dance academic courses will be ineligible for casting in the Dance Spectrum Concert the following semester. 

Please see the Dance Program website for policies: www.shsu.edu/~www_dance/policies

SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY POLICIES

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY - All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach.  Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom.  Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action.  The university and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials.

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT - Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the university.  Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins.  Students are prohibited from eating in class, using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking at inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction.  Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class.  Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with university policy.

VISITOR(S)TO THE CLASSROOM – Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar’s Office.  

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT - It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance should register with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Lee Drain Annex (telephone 936-294-3512, TDD 936-294-3786, and email disability@shsu.edu They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Services for Students with Disabilities and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Services for Students with Disabilities.

RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY - Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence. University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed.
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