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SYLLABUS: Choreography I
DANCE 2376.01
SPRING 2018
Meeting Time: M/W/F 11AM-12:20PM 
Location: PAC 258



CONTACT INFORMATION:
	Instructor Name: Michelle Cantua -Teaching Assistant 
Office: GPAC 150 A
Office Hours: T/TH 11am-1pm or By Appointment 
Email: Msc023@shsu.edu
Mail Box Location: Dance Program Main Office
	



COURSE DESCRIPTION:
	
	This is an introductory level choreography class that will examine the basic principles of movement generation, phrasing, and choreographic choice/style. Various creative tools will be examined as entry points into the creative process. Emphasis is placed on Work-shopping ideas and taking creative risks. The showing of choreographic studies will provide students with the opportunity to articulate and defend their observations and choices. The course will conclude with the presentation of a three to four minute abstract choreographic solo. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of the course, students will: 
· Explore different ways to generate movement 
· Understand the principles of time, space, and energy 
· Engage the task of understanding how meaning is conveyed through movement 
· Demonstrate a basic understanding of motif and the principles of theme and variation 
· Investigate choreographic and creative structures 
· Examine various strategies for problem solving 
· Learn approaches for critiquing choreography 
· Articulate abstract concepts 
· Develop various movement studies 
· Produce a finished solo 
· Discuss and trace their own choreographic thinking and process 
· Explore a personal movement aesthetic  
COURSE POLICIES:
· ATTENDANCE POLICY - Due to the participatory nature of the course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken each and every class period.  Each absence in excess of 4 class periods will lower the student’s course grade by 5 points.  No make up classes will be allowed. An absence for official university functions may be excused provided that the student requests this accommodation before the absence occurs and presents official documentation. Professional opportunities will be assessed at half an absence. All other absences count toward the total of six.

Tardiness will not be permitted; an excess of 3 tardies will be the equivalent of 1 absence. 

In cases of minor injury or illness, students may be allowed to observe rather than participate physically.  In such cases the student must request the accommodation before class begins and present observation notes to the instructor at the conclusion of class.

Students with ongoing medical or physical problems must develop a program of recovery in consultation with a physician/ physiotherapist and with the instructor. If the condition interferes with the student's ability to participate for an extended period he or she will be advised to drop the course.

Attendance at Dance majors meetings is required of all students in Dance Majors technique classes.  Majors meetings take place on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 PM.  Make your schedule clear for these times. NO EXCUSES!!!

Casting Policy – Students who make grades lower than B in dance technique classes or an F in dance major courses will be ineligible for casting in the Dance Spectrum Concert the following semester. 

	CLASSROOM DRESS – Since this is a movement class, suitable dance attire that allows a freedom of movement is required. 

	ETIQUETTE – Turn off or mute cellphones. Any student using cell phone in class will be asked to eave class early. This early departure will be counted as an absence. No gum, food or drink allowed in classroom. Water bottles are the lone exception to the rule. 
GRADING:
A= Consistent, generous, thoughtful, curious involvement in classroom material – extraordinary improvement – overall exemplary performance of course objectives 
(100-90) 
B= Consistent involvement in classroom material – gaining an understanding of the material presented daily – overall above average performance of course objectives  
(89-80)
C= Lack of consistency in classroom material - not gaining an understanding of the material presented daily – minimal improvement – average performance of course objectives (79-70)
D= Failing to participate in classroom material – not demonstrating or gaining an understanding of the material presented daily – no improvement due to lack of concentrated effort- failing to take corrections- Below average performance of course objectives (69-60)
F= Inability to keep up with class work due to excessive absences. (<60)

Note: The difference between an A and a B lies heavily in attitude. I look forward to your pleasant and open faces in class. The expectation is designed to prepare the student for the creative demands of the profession. 

	Grading Scale
100-90	         A
89-80		B
79-70		C
69-60		D
<60		F 




ASSIGNMENTS/RESPONSIBILITIES:
Participation: (20pts) 
	Participation goes beyond attending class. It includes active involvement with in-class movement explorations, labs, and discussions, dedication to coaching and directing, engagement with courses ideas, and physical commitment to movement studies. 
Choreographic Studies: (25pts)
	Students will create and present movement studies every week based on various assignments given by the instructor; these assignments will be solo explorations. 
Grades for choreographic studies will be based upon the following: 
· Comprehension and embodiment of the choreographic idea
· Examination of movement development 
· Ability to create structure and context for a movement idea 
· Degree of personal exploration and originality 

Choreographic Final: (25pts)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Final project will emerge from these weekly studies. This solo will be presented on: Wednesday May 2nd 11am-12:20pm. 
Journal: (10pts) 
	The student is expected to bring a journal with them to every class period. This journal should be utilized as a tool for brainstorming, taking notes on classroom happenings and writing down comments and critiques regarding shared work. To receive credit for keeping a journal the student will turn in the journal at the end of the semester. The journal is due on the last class day Friday May 4th, 2017 by 5pm.
Concert Attendance: (10pts)
	Students are required to attend two concerts, gallery exhibitions, and/or musicals. Students are responsible for keeping their ticket stub and turning it in by the end of the semester. Students will not get credit without ticket stub proof.  
Writing Assignment: (10pts)
	Reflection Paper: Students will write a reflection paper for the course that will be due at the end of the semester. 
You will address your work relating to: 
· The Course Material 
· Class Discussions 
· Concert Viewing (minimum of 500 words of the total word count) 
Guidelines for paper are as follows: 
· 12-point font, page numbers, MLA format
· Double-spaced
· 1250 words
· Due Date: Friday May 4th , 2017 by 5pm. 
· Late paper are reduced by one full letter grade for each 24-hours late 









SHSU Academic Policies and Procedures

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
All students are expected to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is above reproach. Students are expected to maintain honesty and integrity in the academic experiences both in and out of the classroom. Any student found guilty of dishonesty in any phase of academic work will be subject to disciplinary action. The University and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of any form of academic dishonesty including but not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials. For a complete listing of the university policy, see Dean of Student's Office.

CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT - Students will refrain from behavior in the classroom that intentionally or unintentionally disrupts the learning process and, thus, impedes the mission of the university.  Cellular telephones and pagers must be turned off before class begins.  Students are prohibited from eating in class, using tobacco products, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, talking at inappropriate times, wearing inappropriate clothing, or engaging in any other form of distraction.  Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result in a directive to leave class.  Students who are especially disruptive also may be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with university policy.

VISITORS IN THE CLASSROOM:
Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do so through the Registrar's Office.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES POLICY:
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from participation in any academic program of the university. Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with disabilities that might affect their academic performance should register with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities located in the Lee Drain Annex (telephone 936-294-3512, TDD 936-294-3786, and e-mail disability@shsu.edu). They should then make arrangements with their individual instructors so that appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and achievement opportunities are not impaired.
     
SHSU adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have a disability that may affect adversely your work in this class, then I encourage you to register with the SHSU Services for Students with Disabilities and to talk with me about how I can best help you. All disclosures of disabilities will be kept strictly confidential. NOTE: No accommodation can be made until you register with the Services for Students with Disabilities. For a complete listing of the university policy, see:
http://www.shsu.edu/dotAsset/7ff819c3-39f3-491d-b688-db5a330ced92.pdf


STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY: 
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time after the absence.
University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or examinations are to be completed. For a complete listing of the university policy, see:
     /dept/academic-affairs/documents/aps/students/861001.pdf

SYLLABUS CHANGE POLICY: This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice.


Calendar: Choreography I
DANC 2376
Spring 2018
Meeting Time: MWF 11am-12:20pm

			
	WEDNESDAY JAN 17- 
SPACE UNIT

· Introduction to Syllabus
· Top 10 Dance Moves Discussion 
· TOP 10 DANCES MOVES ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (1)
· “Take the top 10 dance moves and string them together, any arrangement. You may repeat the movements but not deviate from the move. The study should be 30-45 seconds.”
	FRIDAY JAN 19

· TOP 10 DANCE MOVES STUDY DUE
· Improv: Levels and Direction (PG 32&34)
· HERE TO THERE + LEVEL ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (2) 
· “Starting at a low or high level, get from point A to point B. Explore that level, then progress through the middle to the opposite level. Practice timing your solo, it should be 30- 45 seconds.” 
	MONDAY JAN 22

· HERE TO THERE ASSIGNMENT STUDY DUE 
· Discussion- observations-How do we talk about dance-memorable dance- Phrasing 

	WEDNESDAY JAN 24

· Improv: Curved-Straight- Angular (PG 38) – ING Words
· Write down observations 
· SPACE PATTERN- CIRCLE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (3) 
· “Using the space pattern you came up with to guide you, move from point A to point B using only circular movement.”
	FRIDAY JAN 26

· In class article 
· Forming neutral questions 
· SPACE PATTERN LAB 
	MONDAY JAN 29

· SPACE PATTERN- ASSIGNMENT DUE
· In class showing and discussion

	WEDNESDAY JAN 31-ENERGY UNIT

· Imrov: Teach a phrase, manipulate focus, energy
· Discussion 
· FOCUS ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (4)
· “How is space informed by focus? Create a study where the focus is the focus.” 
	FRIDAY FEB 2

· Video Showings: (Identifying focus- external- internal) 
· FOCUS LAB
	MONDAY FEB 5

· FOCUS ASSIGNMENT DUE
· In class showing and discussion-forming neutral questions 

	WEDNESDAY FEB 7

· Guided Improv: movement qualities- dynamics 
· Make a list: PG 77
· MOVEMENT QUALITY ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (5)
· “Create a 1 minute study incorporating at least 3 movement qualities. Practice timing your solo- should be 1 minute” 
	FRIDAY FEB 9

· Video Showing (being able to identify movement qualities) 
· 9 Points Guided Improv
· MOVEMENT QUALITY LAB
	MONDAY FEB 12

· MOVEMENT QUALITY ASSIGNEMENT DUE 
· In class showing and discussion- 

	WEDNESDAY FEB 14

· Define a “Gesture”- common gestures- manipulation into motif
· Sandwich Workshop? 
· GESTURE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (6) 
· “Create a 1 minute study incorporating 5 gestures and 5 large movements. Intertwine them.” 
	FRIDAY FEB 16

· GESTURE LAB 
· Choreography Structure discussion 
	MONDAY FEB 19

· GESTURE ASSIGNMENT DUE 
· In class showings and discussions 

	WEDNESDAY FEB 21-TIME/MANIPULATON UNIT

· Discuss/define choreographic tools 
· In class assignment PG 105
· CHOREO DEVICE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (7) 
· “Create a new motif. Develop a study based on manipulating the motif, using at least 3 choreographic devices. Your study should be 1 minute long.”
	FRIDAY FEB 23

· CHOREO DEVICE LAB
· In class Article (perfection) 
	MONDAY FEB 26

· CHOREO DEVICE ASSIGNMENT DUE 
· In class showings and discussions 










THESIS WEEK

	WEDNESDAY FEB 28

· Discussion on time in choreography- (Tempo, momentum. Duration, clock time)
· Whimsical Minute Guided Improv 
· TIME STUDY GIVEN (8)
· “Create a solo where the focus playing with an aspect of time. Practice timing your solo. Solo should be 1 minute long.” 






THESIS WEEK
	FRIDAY MARCH 2

· 1 minute challenge 
· TIME STUDY LAB
















THESIS WEEK 
	MONDAY MARCH 5

· TIME STUDY DUE
· In class showings and discussions 

	WEDNESDAY MARCH 7

MID-TERM EVALUATION AND CHECK IN
	FRIDAY MARCH 9

MID- TERM EVALUATION AND CHECK IN CONT’D
	MONDAY MARCH 12

SPRING BREAK


	WEDNESDAY MARCH 14

SPRING BREAK
	FRIDAY MARCH 16

SPRING BREAK
	MONDAY MARCH 19- ABSTRACTION UNIT

· Abstraction Discussion 
· Videos
· Guided Improv PG124
 

	WEDNESDAY MARCH 21

· Name Phrase Workshop 
· ABSTRACT ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (9)
· “Create a solo study based on an element of nature- choosing specific qualities to focus on- studies should be 1 minute long.” 

	FRIDAY MARCH 23

· ABSTRACT SOLO LAB 
	MONDAY MARCH 26

· ABSTRACT STUDY DUE
· In class showings and discussion 

	WEDNESDAY MARCH 28

· Compositional Structures discussion PG 93 
· ABA STUDY GIVEN (10)
	FRIDAY MARCH 30

GOOD FRIDAY- NO SCHOOL
	MONDAY APRIL 2

· ABA STUDY LAB

	WEDNESDAY APRIL 4

· ABA STUDY DUE
· In class showings and discussion 
	FRIDAY APRIL 6

· Music discussion (silence, sound and music)
· Guided improv 
· Video Showings (Monologues)  
· ASSIGNED MUSIC STUDY GIVEN (11) 


MASTERS OF DANCE
	MONDAY APRIL 9

· MUSIC STUDY LAB 

	WEDNESDAY APRIL 11

· MUSIC STUDY DUE
· In class showings and discussion
	FRIDAY APRIL 13

· In class music workshop (WRECK)
· Prepare one question to ask speaker on Monday 


	MONDAY APRIL 16

· Guest Choreographer Speaker 


	WEDNESDAY APRIL 18

FINAL SOLO PROJECT GIVEN (11)
	FRIDAY APRIL 20

GET WITH A PARTNER AND DISCUSS OUT LOUD WHAT YOUR FINAL PROJECT WILL BE

	MONDAY APRIL 23

· Writing about dance



	WEDNESDAY APRIL 25

· FINAL SOLO LAB
· MUSIC SELECTION DUE

	FRIDAY APRIL 27

FINAL SOLO LAB



SPECTRUM
	MONDAY APRIL 30

· PRELIMINARY SHOWING FOR FEEDBACK

	WEDNESDAY MAY 2


FINAL SOLO PRESENTATIONS

	FRIDAY MAY 4

JOURNALS DUE

REFLECTION PAPERS DUE BY 5PM. 


LAST DAY OF CLASSES
	



image1.emf










e
N e T W A sz0m
S —

e T 1 A
N o ocaton: Dne oo M O

T wn—
. g o s e Vet et
N e o o i o s, g s
ey it s e o
e e s o e o

[
e ekl g o g v g et
Dok s o o i o e vt
e gyt e e

Fuamne v s e o s

e e

S e

S s e ko s

P e ot s



