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[bookmark: _GoBack]This is an advanced dance composition course for upper class BFA dance majors that will build upon concepts explored in previous courses, examining various approaches to the creative process. There will be a concentrated focus on the process of making dances and the developing the conceptual foundations behind choreographic ideas. Through one-one mentorship, group discussions, and journal documentation, we will further develop your ability to and strengthen your skills as a dance maker. The foundation of your work in class will be based on several themes, structured exercises, and multiple topics related to the craft of composition, architecture, concepts, and choreography. You will be encouraged to work with duets, trios, and small groups as a director. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

-Create works based on specific themed conceptual ideas
-Do research to fully investigate the conceptual idea the work is based on
-Investigate communicative properties of movement based on the concept
-Examine various strategies for problem solving
-Direct and manage dancers through the creative process
-Develop leadership and directing skills
-Choreograph multiple works


ATTENDANCE POLICY

Due to the participatory nature of the course, attendance is mandatory during ALL SHOWINGS. Attendance will be taken each and every class period. Each absence in excess of three class periods will lower the student’s course grade by 5 percentage points. No make-up classes will be allowed (if you miss a final showing of an assignment, you will not be able to make it up and you will have 5 points deducted from your showing for that assignment). Absences for official university functions and professional opportunities (at the professors discretion) will be assessed at half an absence. All other absences count toward the total of three.

TARDINESS

Three tardies or early exits will be counted as one absence. If the student does come to
class late, it is his/her responsibility to check in with the instructor to assure that their
presence is properly recorded. Dancers who are unable to participate physically are
expected to find other means of their choreographic work to be shown. In such cases, the student must request the accommodation before class begins 

CASTING POLICY

Casting Policy – Students who make grades lower than B in dance technique classes or
an C in any dance major courses will be ineligible for casting in the Dance Spectrum
Concert the following semester.

DRESS CODE/CLASS ETIQUETTE

Due to the movement content of this course, dance clothes are required. Although a
leotard and tights are not mandatory, you are to still present yourself in a clean and neat
manner with your hair pulled back out of your face. 

CELL PHONE POLICY

No cell phones are allowed in class. Any student using a cell phone during class will
be asked to leave class. This early departure will be counted as an absence.

EVALUATIVE CRITERIA

Each individual student is evaluated in terms of how completely that student fulfills
his/her potential in relation to the instructor's expectations for that individual and for the
level of the class as a whole. The student's attitude, willingness to work, and
assimilation of corrections will help determine the grade, as will punctuality and
studio courtesy. Grades will reflect the student's perceived level of professional
discipline throughout the semester and progress toward the instructor's individualized
goals for artistry and training. Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and will
severely affect grading.

The course grade is based on:

This course will be based on a point system:

54 – 60	A
47 – 53	B
40 – 46	C
33 – 39	D
32 <		F

Attached to this syllabus is a rubric explaining the criteria for the choreography study rating and point system. 
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