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09/2012 – present: Assistant Professor 
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   Sam Houston State University 
   Huntsville, TX 
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   University of Michigan School of Medicine 
   Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 
EDUCATION 
09/2000 – 07/2004:  Postdoctoral Training 

Department of Pathology and the Geriatrics Center 
University of Michigan 
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09/1990 – 05/1994: Bachelor of Science, Biology 
State University of New York (SUNY) at Geneseo 
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3. Principal Investigator. “Pharmacological inhibition of the somatotrophic axis in mice: Effect on stress resistance and aging.” 
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6. Principal Investigator. “Modulation of stress resistance and aging in mice.” Total Amount Awarded: $59,667. American 
Federation for Aging Research.  Project Dates: 7/1/06 – 6/30/08. 

7. Principal Investigator. National Institute on Aging (NIA)-sponsored University of Michigan Older Americans Independence 
Center (UM OAIC) Research Career Development Core (RCDC) Salary Support Award.  Total Amount Awarded: $48,256; Total 
Direct Costs: $31,748. Project Dates: 9/1/06 – 8/31/08. 

 
 
TEACHING 
08/2012 – present: Contemporary Biology, General Physiology, Pathophysiology; Sam Houston State University.  
09/2011 – 12/2011: Ethics 503, Program in Biomedical Sciences; University of Michigan  
09/1994 – 05/2000:  Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Biological Sciences; University of Idaho. 

Courses: Non-majors Introductory Biology (Head TA); General Biology (Guest Lecturer, Head TA); General 
Zoology (Guest Lecturer); Natural History of Mammals (Guest Lecturer) 

09/1993 – 05/1994:  Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Biology, SUNY Geneseo.  
Course: Contemporary Biology 

 
 
MENTORING AND ADVISING 
  

Graduate Students: Michael Ryan Watts (2013 - ) 
 
Undergraduate Students: Matt Borum (2013 - ); Samantha Alper (2013 - ); Alexendra Bracci (UM UROP - 2012); Kelsey Lemmen 
(UM UROP - 2012); Brandon Rosen (UM UROP - 2010); Alexis Xu (UM UROP – 2003); Cameron Dingwall (UM UROP – 2002) 
 
Graduate Committee Member: Kendall Stelwagen (Summer 2013 – Fall 2013) 
  

  
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 
2013 – present: Specialty Editor, WebMedCentral 
2011 – present: Member, WebMedCentral Aging Faculty 
2007 – 2012: Editorial Advisory Board Member, Open Geriatric Medicine Journal 
2012: Mock Study Section Panelist, University of Michigan Pepper Center Annual Retreat, May 29th – 30th. 
2010 – 2011: Guest Editor, Journal of Aging Research special issue on Hormones and Longevity   
2009 – 2011: Member, Gerontological Society of America Section of Biological Sciences Fellowship Committee 
2008 – 2010: Symposium Organizer, Division of Comparative Physiology and Biochemistry - “Metabolism, Life History and 

Aging”, 2010 Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology Annual Meeting, Seattle WA. 
2008: Invited Participant, UTHSCSA Comparative Biology of Aging Workshop, March 6th – 8th. 
 Participant, National Institutes on Aging, “Workshop on Factors in Youth that Protect Against the Aging  

  Process”, May 22nd – May 24th. 
2006: Junior Faculty Participant, University of Michigan Pepper Center Annual Retreat, May 31st – June 1st. 
06/2001 – 12/2004:  Scientific Advisory Board Assistant, The American Association for the Advancement of Science – Science of 

Aging Knowledge Environment (http://sageke.sciencemag.org). 
 
Ad hoc Reviewer:  Granting Agencies 
 National Science Foundation (DEB, IOS) 
 Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation) 

J.M. Harper – Curriculum Vitae              Page 4 of 7 

http://sageke.sciencemag.org)/


 Research Into Aging (London) 
 

Journals 
FASEB Journal, American Journal of Physiology – Regul Integr Comp Physiol, Aging Cell, Journal of 
Gerontology: Biological Sciences, Neurobiology of Aging, Aging Research Reviews, Rejuvenation Research, 
Clinical Interventions in Aging, Experimental Gerontology, Journal of the American Aging Association 
(AGE), ILAR Journal, Biology Letters, Comparative Medicine, FEBS Letters, General and Comparative 
Endocrinology, Journal of the American Association of Laboratory Animal Science, Ecology, Physiological 
and Biochemical Zoology, Journal of Mammalogy, Australian Journal of Zoology, Canadian Journal of 
Zoology, Oecologia  

 
 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
2013: Student Poster Judge, American Aging Association 2013 Annual Meeting, May 30 – June 1. 
2010: Student Presentation Judge, Division of Comparative Physiology and Biochemistry, SICB 2010 Annual Meeting, 

January 3–7. 
2007:  Faculty Mentor, University Mentorship Program, University of Michigan Office of New Student Programs. 
1999: Graduate representative, 5th Year Tenure Review Committee (R. Frank Rosenzweig), Department of Biological 

Sciences, University of Idaho. 
1999: Graduate representative, 3rd Year Tenure Review Committee (John Sullivan), Department of Biological Sciences, 

University of Idaho. 
1994: Undergraduate representative, External Departmental Review Committee, Department of Biological Sciences, 

SUNY Geneseo.  
1993 – 1994:  Tutor, Biology and Chemistry, SUNY Geneseo Equal Opportunity Program.  
 
 
HONORS & AWARDS 
2009: Symposium Support Grant ($10,342, with A. Bronikowski), National Science Foundation (ISO-0935941) for “Metabolism, 

Life History and Aging” symposium at the SICB 2010 Annual Meeting.  
2009: Symposium Support Grant ($6,072), The Ellison Medical Foundation (AG-CW-0299-09) for “Metabolism, Life History and 

Aging” symposium at the SICB 2010 Annual Meeting. 
2009: Symposium Support Award ($500), Division of Evolution and Ecology, Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology, 

2010 Annual Meeting. 
2009: Featured in 25 Ideas for Life Extension, the Science for Life Extension Foundation. 
2008: Symposium Support Award ($1,500), Division of Comparative Physiology and Biochemistry, Society for Integrative and 

Comparative Biology, 2010 Annual Meeting. 
2008: Symposium Support Grant ($2,500), American Federation for Aging Research/Glenn Foundation for Medical Research for 

“Metabolism, Life History and Aging” symposium at the SICB 2010 Annual Meeting. 
2004: Recipient, American Aging Association Travel Award, 33rd Annual Meeting of the American Aging Association. 
2003:  Postdoctoral Fellowship, National Institute on Aging Multidisciplinary Research Training in Aging Grant (T32AG000114-15). 
2002:  Recipient, Buck Institute Scholarship, Workshop and Symposium on “Neuroendocrine Systems and Lifespan Determination”. 
2001:  Postdoctoral Fellowship, National Institute on Aging Multidisciplinary Research Training in Aging Grant (T32AG000114-15). 
2000: Postdoctoral Fellowship, National Institute on Aging Multidisciplinary Research Training in Aging Grant (T32AG000114-15). 
2000: Recipient, Claude Pepper Older Americans Independence Center, Core Facility for Aged Rodents research award, Hormone 

profiles for B6D2F1 mice. 
2000: Recipient, Travel Award, “Symposium on Organisms with Slow Aging”, The Andrus Gerontology Center, University of 

Southern California. 
2000: Course Participant, The Ellison Medical Foundation’s Molecular Biology of Aging Summer Course. 
1994: Recipient, Outstanding Undergraduate Poster Presentation, SUNY Geneseo Undergraduate Research Seminar. 
1994: Nominee, Mark J. Diamond Award for Outstanding Undergraduate Research, Department of Biology, SUNY Geneseo. 
1994: Recipient, Geneseo Foundation Undergraduate Research Grant. 
1990: Recipient, New York State Reagents Scholarship. 
 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
2012: Department of Biology, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA. March 27th.  
2012: Department of Biology, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX, USA. March 20th. 
2012: School of Biological Sciences, Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA, USA.  March 12th. 
2012: Department of Biological Sciences, Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, MI, USA. February 9th. 
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2011: Nathan Shock Center Conference on Aging, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, TX, USA. October 14th. 
2011: Department of Biological Sciences, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, USA. February 5th. 
2010: Department of Zoology and Physiology, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY. November 18th. 
2010: Department of Biology, State University of New York at Fredonia, Fredonia, NY. November 4th. 
2010: The Jackson Laboratory, Bar Harbor, ME, USA. September 10th. 
2010: Department of Physiology, Wayne State University School of Medicine, Detroit, MI, USA. April 20th. 
2009: Biogerontology Seminar Series, Division of Geriatric Medicine, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, USA. December 8th. 
2009: Department of Biological Sciences, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, USA. January 20th. 
2009: Department of Biological Sciences, City College of New York, New York, NY, USA. April 20th. 
2008: Department of Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, USA. October 28th. 
2008: Geriatrics Center, University of Michigan School of Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI, USA. April 18th. 
2008: Department of Biology, Shippensburg State University, Shippensburg, PA, USA. February 29th. 
2008: Section of Molecular Medicine, Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, USA.  January, 23rd. 
2007: Department of Biological Sciences, Boise State University, Boise, ID, USA.  February 9th. 
2007: Department of Biological Sciences, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA, USA.  February 16th. 
2007: Division of Geriatric Medicine, University of Michigan School of Medicine, Ann Arbor, MI, USA.  March 22nd. 
2007: Department of Biology, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, TX, USA.  November 5th. 
2004: Harlan Continuing Education Conference, Rodents and The Science of Aging, Madison,WI, USA.  July 26th – 28th. 
2004:   Department of Pathology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, USA.  March 1st.  
2004: University of Michigan Annual Immunology Retreat, Ann Arbor, MI, May 10th. 
2003: Department of Biology, University of Evansville, Evansville, IN, USA.  February 19th. 
2002: American Aging Association Annual Meeting, June 8th. 
2002: Department of Biology, State University of New York at Geneseo, Geneseo, NY, USA.  April 5th.  
2001: Unit for Laboratory Animal Medicine, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.  October 8th. 
2000: Department of Biological Sciences, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID. April 28th. 
1999: Department of Physiology, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, TX, USA. October 22nd.  
1995: Deaconess Research Institute, Billings, MT, USA.  August 15th.   
 
 
OTHER PRESENTATIONS 
2012: Poster, E.A. Calhoon, J.M. Harper, A.G. Jimenez, R.A. Mill, M.S. Jurkowitz, J.B. Williams, Society for Integrative and 
 Comparative Biology 2012 Annual Meeting, January 3 – 7. 
2011:  Poster, J.M. Harper, J.B. Williams, R.A. Miller. 40th Annual Meeting of the American Aging Association, June 3 – 6. 
2011: Poster, J.M. Harper, J.B. Williams, R.A. Miller. Nathan Shock Center Annual Symposium, University of Michigan, April 27. 
2009: Poster, J.M. Harper and R.A. Miller. University of Michigan Geriatrics Center Aging Symposium, April 8. 
2009: Poster, J.M. Harper, J.B. Williams and R.A. Miller. University of Michigan Geriatrics Center Aging Symposium, April 8. 
2009: Poster, J.M. Harper and R.A. Miller. 38th Annual Meeting of the American Aging Association, May 29 – June 1. 
2009: Poster, J.M. Harper, K.T. Koelzer, J. Ro, J.B. Williams, R.A. Miller.  38th Annual Meeting of the American Aging Association 

Annual Meeting, May 29 -June 1. 
2008: Poster, A.B. Salmon, J.M. Harper, S.F. Leiser, R. Buffenstein, A.J. Galecki, and R.A. Miller.  2008 San Antonio Comparative 

Biology of Aging Workshop, March 6-8. 
2008: Poster, J.M. Harper, B. Rosen, and R.A. Miller. Pepper Older Americans Independence Center Annual Meeting, April 14-15. 
2007: Poster, A.B. Salmon, J.M. Harper, S.F. Leiser, R. Buffenstein, A.J. Galecki, and R.A. Miller.  Nathan Shock Center Annual 

Symposium, University of Michigan, April 4. 
2007: Poster, J.M. Harper, M.C. Burns, A.B. Salmon and R.A. Miller. Nathan Shock Center Annual Symposium, University of 

Michigan, April 4. 
2007: Poster, J.M. Harper, M.C. Burns, A.B. Salmon and R.A. Miller. The American Federation for Aging Research Grantee 

Conference, October 1-2. 
2007: Poster, W.R. Swindell, J.M. Harper, and R.A. Miller.  University of Michigan Pathology Research Symposium, Ann Arbor, MI, 

USA. November 9. 
2006:    Poster, J.M. Harper, A.B. Salmon, Y. Chang, M. Bonkowski, A. Bartke, and R.A. Miller. Nathan Shock Center Annual 

Symposium, University of Michigan, April 6. 
2006: Poster, M.M. Masternak, J.M. Harper, A.B. Salmon, F. Wang, J.A. Panici, R.A Miller and A. Bartke.  San Antonio Nathan 

Shock Center Conference on Aging, October 12-15. 
2006: Poster, A.B. Salmon, J.M. Harper, S.F. Leiser, R. Buffenstein, A.J. Galecki, and R.A. Miller.  University of Michigan Pathology 

Research Symposium, November 10. 
2005: Poster, J.M. Harper, S.J. Durkee, and R.A. Miller. Experimental Biology, April 1–6. 
2004: Poster, J.M. Harper, D.T. Burke, A.T. Galecki, R.A. Miller. University of Michigan Institute of Gerontology & Wayne State 

University Institute of Gerontology Annual Symposium, Ann Arbor, April 7. 
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2004: Poster, J.M. Harper, S.N. Austad, R.A. Miller, R.C. Dysko. American Aging Association Annual Meeting, June 4–7. 
2004: Poster, J.M. Harper, S.J. Durkee, and R.A. Miller. University of Michigan Medical School Annual Pathology Research 

Symposium, November 5th. 
2002: Poster, J.M. Harper, S.D. Surkee, R.A. Miller. University of Michigan Institute of Gerontology & Wayne State University 

Institute of Gerontology Annual Symposium, April 11. 
2001: Poster, J.M. Harper, R.A. Miller. The University of Michigan Institute of Gerontology Annual Trainee Poster Session, April 

10th. 
2000: Poster, V. Hayssen, J.M. Harper, R. DeFina. Annual Meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists, June 17–21. 
1999: Poster, J.M. Harper, S.N. Austad. Annual Meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists, June 20–24.  
 
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
Phi Sigma Society 
American Physiological Society 
Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology 
Gerontological Society of America 
American Aging Association 
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