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Eric Vanden Bussche 
       

Department of History 
Sam Houston State University 
Box 2239 
Huntsville, TX 77341 

                            Phone: 936-294-1480 
                                  E-mail: ericvb@shsu.edu 

  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D.  Stanford University  

East Asian History 
2014 

 
   
M.S. Columbia University  2005 
 Journalism  
   
M.A. Beijing University 2003 
 Modern and Contemporary Chinese History  
   
B.A. University of São Paulo 1997 
 History  
 
Certificate of Teaching World History, Department of History, Stanford University         2014 
 
 
LANGUAGES 
 

 
Fluent Chinese, French, Portuguese  
  
Reading 
proficiency 

Japanese, classical Chinese, Spanish 

 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
Assistant 
Professor 

 
Lecturer 
 
 
Visiting Scholar 
 
 
Visiting Lecturer 
 
 
 

Department of History 
Sam Houston State University 
 
Program in Writing and Rhetoric 
Stanford University 
 
Institute of Modern History 
Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan 
 
Center for Brazilian Studies 
Beijing University 
 

2016-present 
 
 

2014-2016 
 
 

 
2010-2011 

 
 

2006-2007 
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GRADUATE TEACHING 
 
Writing Fellow 
 
 
Instructor 

History Department, Stanford University 
History 209S: Biography and History 
 
History Department, Stanford University  

        Winter 2014 
 

 
2010 

 Designed the syllabus and taught the undergraduate 
Sources and Methods seminar History 91S: The Making 
of Nationalism in Modern China: From the Qing Dynasty 
to the Beijing Olympics 

 

   
Teaching Fellow History Department, Stanford University 2008-2009 
 Taught the discussion sections for the courses:  
 History of Modern China, Japan in the Age of the 

Samurai, Modern Korean History 
 

 
 
ACADEMIC HONORS AND AWARDS  
 
Fellow, Stanford Center for International Conflict and Negotiation        Jan.-June/2015 
 
Finalist, Centennial Teaching Assistant Award, Stanford University           2014 
 
Distinguished Departmental Scholar, History Dept., Stanford University   2010 
 
Excellence in a Graduate Student Designed and Taught Course  
 Department of History, Stanford University  2010 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books: 
 
Contested Realms: Colonial Rivalry, Border Demarcation, and State Building in Southwest China, 1886-
1960, book manuscript in progress 
 
Co-editor with Thomas Mullaney, James Leibold and Stephane Gros, Critical Han Studies: The History, 
Representation, and Identity of China’s Majority. (California: University of California Press, 2012).  
 
Co-author with Janice Theodoro, Baxi Yu Zhongguo: Shijie Zhizu Biandongzhong de shuangfang guanxi 
(Brazil and China: Bilateral Relations in a Changing World Order). Trans. by Zhang Baoyu, Lu 
Yinchun. (Beijing: Shijie Zhishi Press, 2001). 
 
 
Articles in peer-reviewed academic periodicals: 
 
“A ‘New China’ in the Tropics: The Qing Court’s Changing Attitudes on Chinese Emigration to the 
Americas (1840s-1901),” forthcoming. 
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Co-author with Xu Guilan and Wang Peihua, “Han Minzu Yanjiu de Guoji Shiye, (International 
Perspectives on the Study of the Han Ethnic Group)” Journal of Baise University, no. 1 (2009), 8-16. 
 
“A Dimensão Histórica das Relações Sino-Brasileiras,” Tempo Brasileiro, no. 137 (1999), 85-98. 
 
Other Academic Publications: 
 
“Foreword,” Boothe Prize Essays: Excellence in First-Year Writing, Stanford University, 2016, 12. 
 
“Apresentação,” Tempo Brasileiro, no. 137 (1999), 5-7. 
 
“Os 25 Anos do Relacionamento Sino-Brasileiro: Entrevista com Chen Duqing, Cônsul Geral da China 
no Rio de Janeiro, (The 25 Years of Sino-Brazilian Relations: Interview with Chen Duqing, Chinese 
Consul General in Rio de Janeiro)” Tempo Brasileiro, no. 137 (1999), 9-30.  
 
Selected Opinion Columns and Articles on China, International Affairs and Immigrant 
Communities in Mainstream Publications: 
 
“China’s appetite a boost for potash,” Globe and Mail, July 29, 2005, B12. 
 
“‘I don’t think political parties are ready for us’: Immigrant groups trying to make inroads at election time 
say they face big obstacles,” Globe and Mail, June 18, 2005, M2. 
 
 “Analysis: Liberated by the Evening News? On Miao and Modernity,” China Review, Great Britain-
China Centre, issue 29 (2004), 10-11. 
 
“Reading Between the Lines,” China Review, Great Britain-China Centre, issue 26 (2003), 24-26. 
 
“China Salutes Beckham, the New Galactico,” The Guardian, July 26, 2003. 
 
ACADEMIC RESEARCH GRANTS 
 
Weter Grant 
    Department of History, Stanford University 

2013-2014 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Dissertation Grant 2012-2013 
Research Grant for Foreign Scholars in Chinese Studies 
    Center for Chinese Studies, Taipei, Taiwan 

Apr-Aug 2012 

Diversity Dissertation Research Opportunity Grant 
    Office of the Vice-Provost for Graduate Education, Stanford  

2011 

Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI) China Fund 2010-2011 
Modern British History and Culture Graduate Research Opportunity Grant       2010 
    School of Humanities and Sciences, Stanford University  
Stanford Society of Fellows in Japanese Studies Language Study Award Summer 2009 
Center for East Asian Studies Summer Grant    2008-09 
United Parcel Service (UPS) Grant Aug-Sept 2008 
History Department Scholarship, Stanford University 2007-2010 
    2011-2012 
Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (FAPESP) 1996 
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PANEL ORGANIZER/DISCUSSANT 
 
Co-Organizer of the panel “Transforming the Frontier: Trade, Institutions, and Imperial Projects in Qing 
China,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Toronto, March 17, 2017. 
 
Organizer of the panel “Qing Ministers in Europe and North America: Redefining China’s Engagement 
with the West during the Late Nineteenth Century,” Association of Asian Studies Annual Conference, 
Chicago, March 27, 2015 
 
Chair and discussant, “Transnational Connections: The Past and the Present,” China-in-Asia Conference: 
Historical Connections and Contemporary Engagement, University of Oregon, October 23, 2014. 
 
Organizer of the panel “Clash of Empires at the Margins: State Building in Yunnan and the Inner Asian 
Border Regions in the Late Qing,” Association of Asian Studies Annual Conference, Toronto, March 17, 
2012.  
 
Co-organizer with Thomas Mullaney, James Leibold and Stephane Gros, “Critical Han Studies 
Symposium,” Stanford University, April 24-27, 2008. 
 
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND INVITED TALKS 
 
“Crime, Legal Practices, and Colonial Rivalries along the Sino-Burmese Borderlands, 1902-1940s,” paper 
to be presented at Columbia University, April 15, 2017. 
 
“The Sino-Burmese Frontier Meetings: Imperial Rivalry, Legal Disputes, and Ethnic Identity in the Sino-
Burmese Borderlands,” paper presented at the Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, March 
17, 2017. 
 
“Questioning International Norms: Border Demarcation and State Power along the Sino-Burmese 
Borderlands,” paper presented at the conference “International Dissidence: Rule and Resistance in a 
Globalized World,” Goethe University (Germany), March 3, 2017.  
 
“Mapping Borders and Negotiating Identities: State-Building in the Sino-Burmese Borderlands,” invited 
talk at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, Japan, November 26, 2016. 
 
“Travel Writing and the Transformation of Qing China’s Perceptions of Brazil during the late Nineteenth 
Century,” paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association Annual Conference, New York, 
March 27, 2016.  
 
“The Sino-Burmese Frontier Meetings: controlling border populations and ascribing national identity 
(1902-1940s),” paper presented at the conference “Globalization and Law in Historical Perspective,” 
Indiana University, June 5, 2015. 
 
“China’s Border Tensions with Myanmar: displaced populations, ethnic identity, and nationalist rhetoric,” 
invited talk at the Stanford Center for International Conflict and Negotiation, Stanford Law School, April 
13, 2015. 
 
“China’s War of Maps with its Neighbors,” invited talk at the Forum for American-Chinese Exchange at 
Stanford, April 8, 2015. 
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“The Qing Minister’s Map: Translating Chinese Notions of Territorial Sovereignty to a Western 
Audience,” paper presented at the Association of Asian Studies Annual Conference, March 27, 2015. 
 
“Establishing a ‘New China’ in Brazil: Qing China’s Shifting Attitudes on Immigration during the Late 
Nineteenth Century,” paper presented at the American Historical Association Annual Conference, New 
York, January 5, 2015. 
 
“Adjusting the Tributary System in the Age of Imperialism: Crafting Qing China's New Relationship with 
Burma and Southeast Asia (1886-1910),” paper presented at the China-in-Asia Conference, University of 
Oregon, October 24, 2014. 
 
“Re-envisioning the Periphery: National Identity and Border Demarcation in Southwest China, 1927-
1960,” paper presented at the conference Nationalism and Belonging, London School of Economics, 
April 3, 2014. 
 
“From Pictorial Maps to Modern Surveying and Cartography: Colonial Rivalry, Ethnic Identity, and 
Border Demarcation in Southwest China,” paper presented at the Department of History, Stanford 
University, November 11, 2013. 
 
“Erasing Ambiguity from the Map: The Sino-Burmese Border Dispute during the Late Nineteenth 
Century,” paper presented at the international conference Shaping Landscapes and Building Expertise: 
The Role of Imperial Technology in the Making of the 19th and 20th-Century World,” University of 
Lisbon, Portugal, March 13, 2013.  
 
“Wanqing Zhongmian Bianjie Wenti Zhanduan (The Sino-Burmese Border Dispute in the Late Qing),” 
paper presented at the Center for Chinese Studies, National Central Library, Taipei, Taiwan, August 21, 
2012. 
 
“Nationalist Protests in China: a form of dissent?” Invited talk sponsored by the Beijing International 
Society and the Embassy of Mongolia, Beijing, China, March 22, 2012. 
 
“Territorial Sovereignty and Border Demarcation in Yunnan in the Late Qing,” paper presented at the 
Association of Asian Studies Annual Conference, Toronto, March 17, 2012. 
 
“Understanding the Role of Nationalism in China’s International Relations,” paper presented at the 
Embassy of Brazil, Beijing, December 6, 2011. 
 
“Historia da Imigração Asiatica ao Brasil (The History of Asian Immigration to Brazil),” invited talk at 
the Portuguese Studies Center, Beijing Foreign Studies University, May 1998.  
 
“Japanese and Chinese Immigration to Brazil: a Comparative Analysis,” invited talk at the Embassy of 
Brazil in Beijing, November 1997.  
 
WRITING PEDAGOGY WORKSHOP ORGANIZER/PRESENTER 
 
Organizer and presenter, “Bringing Writing into Student Conferences,” September Sessions for 
Professional Development, Program in Writing and Rhetoric, Stanford University, September 10, 2015.  
 
Co-organizer and co-presenter with Mary Stroud and Emily Polk, “Teaching Rhetorical Paradigms in 
Writing Courses,” Program in Writing and Rhetoric, Stanford University, May 8, 2015. 
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MAINSTREAM MEDIA INTERVIEWS 
 
“Stanford historian sees new perspectives on Chinese border disputes in declassified Qing dynasty maps,” 
Stanford Report, May 29, 2014 (News article featuring my research on border demarcation). 
 
Interviewed and quoted on Chinese domestic and foreign policy issues by national and regional media 
organizations, among them the BBC World Service (UK); Radio KZSU (USA); Beijing Youth Daily, 
People’s Daily (overseas edition) and China Radio International (China). 
 
KMVT Station (Mountain View, CA) 
Guest on “The Kamla Show,” discussing China’s border disputes, aired December 7, 2014.  
 
China Central Television (CCTV)   
Guest debater in four programs of the series “Brazil” broadcast, January/February 2002. 
 
BBC World Service & Radio Eldorado 
Guest debater in the radio program “De Olho No Mundo,” discussing topics that included Taiwan, 
China’s entry into the WTO, the 50th Anniversary of the Chinese Revolution, SARS and Chinese 
President Hu Jintao’s visit to Brazil (12 programs from 1999 to 2004). 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
Committee 
Member 
 
 
 
Coordinator 

Stanford University 
PWR Teaching and Tutoring Practices Committee, 
Office of the Vice Provost for Undergraduate 
Education 
 
Stanford University  

2014-2015 
 
 
 
 

2009-2010 
 Harold L. Kahn East Asian History Reading Room  
   
Coordinator Beijing University  2006-2007 
 Bi-weekly Sino-Brazilian Studies Round Table  
   
Alumni Proctor in 
Beijing, China 

Columbia University 
School of Journalism Admissions Writing Exam 

2006-2007 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFERENCES 
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Kären Wigen 
Professor 
Department of History 
450 Serra Mall, Building 200 
Stanford, CA 94305-2024  
Tel: (650) 725-5282 
Email: kwigen@stanford.edu 
 
Lyman Van Slyke 
Professor Emeritus 
Department of History 
450 Serra Mall, Building 200 
Stanford, CA 94305-2024  
Email:yangtze@stanford.edu 

Steven Zipperstein 
Professor 
Department of History 
450 Serra Mall, Building 200 
Stanford, CA 94305-2024  
Tel: (650) 725-5660 
Email: szipper@stanford.edu 
 
 

Marvin Diogenes 
Associate Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Education, 
Stanford University 
590 Escondido Mall 
Stanford, CA 94305 
Email: marvind@stanford.edu 

 


