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Degrees Earned 
            B. A., Brigham Young University, 1967. 
            M.A., State University of New York at Stony Brook, 1969. 
            Ph.D. State University of New York at Stony Brook, 1972. 
Professional Licensure and Certifications 
            None 
Peer-Review Publications and Artistic Performances/Exhibitions 
  
Articles 
Olson, J. S.  “Disease, Dollars, and Death:  The Rise and Fall of the Institute for Immunological 
and Infectious Disorders, Houston, Texas, 1884-1987,” Journal of South Texas, Vol. 23, Spring 
2010, 30-45. 
Olson, J. S.  “M. D. Anderson and the Democratization of Cancer Treatment in South Texas, 
1941-1977,” Journal of South Texas, Vol. 21, Spring 2008, 22-38. 
Olson, J. S.  “The Cure for Childhood Leukemia.”  Sound Historian, Vol. 11, 2008, 7-13. 
Olson, J. S.  “The Rise and Fall of Medical Psychology at M. D. Anderson,” The Houston Review 
of History and Culture, Vol. 2, Fall 2004, 36-38. 
Olson, J. S.  “Sports as Cultural Currency in Modern America.”  Journal of Urban History, Vol. 19, 
November 1992, 127-131. 
Olson, J. S.  “Vietnam Postmortems.  Reviews in American History, Vol. 20, September 1992, 
421-422. 
Olson, J. S. “Doctors, Death, and Disease,” American Quarterly, Vol. 42, September 1990, 521-
526. 
Olson, J. S.  “Perfect Bodies, Perfect Lives:  Health and Identity in Modern America.”  Lamar 
Journal of the Humanities, Vol. 3 (Fall 1989), 139-156. 
Olson, J. S.  “Polish Ethnoreligion in East Texas:  The Case of St. Joseph’s Parish, New Waverly, 
Texas, 1866-1900,” East Texas Historical Review, Spring 1987, Vol 25, Issue 1, 30-37. 
Olson, J. S., “Slaves, Psyches, and History:  A Review Article,” Journal of Ethnic Studies, Vol. 11, 
Fall 1983, 95-110. 
Olson, J. S.  “Pioneer Catholicism in Eastern Nevada, 1870-1930,” Nevada Historical Society 
Quarterly, Vol. XXVI, Fall 1983, 159-171. 
Olson, J. S.  “The Depths of the Great Depression:  Economic Collapse in West Virginia, 1932-
1933.”  West Virginia History, Vol. XXXVIII, April 1977, 214-25. 
Olson, J. S.  “The Philosophy of Herbert Hoover:  A Contemporary Perspective.”  Annals of Iowa, 
Vol. 43, Winter 1976, 181-91. 
Olson, J. S.  “Rehearsal for Disaster:  Hoover, the RFC, and the Banking Crisis in Nevada, 1932-
1933, The Western Historical Quarterly, Vol. 6, April 1975, 149-61. 
Olson, J. S.  “Oasis in East Texas:  Conroe and the Great Depression.”  Texana, Vol. 12, Spring 
1975, 141-49. 



Olson, J. S. “The Boise Banking Panic of 1932,” Idaho Yesterdays, Winter 1975, Vol. 18, 25-28. 
Olson, J. S.  “Liberal Politics and Ethnic Consciousness:  The New York Times Index and Mexican 
Americans, 1951-1972,” The Journal of Mexican American History, Vol. 5, 1975, 91-102. 
Olson, J. S.  “The New York Assembly, the Politics of Religion, and the Coming of the American 
Revolution, 1767-1771,” The Historical Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Vol. XLM, 
March 1974, 21-28. 
Olson, J. S., and Phair, S.  “The Anatomy of a Race Riot:  Beaumont, Texas, 1943, Texana, Vol. 
11, 1974, 64-72. 
Olson, J. S.  “The Birth of a Discipline:  An Essay on Chicano Historiography.”  The Social Studies, 
Vol. LXV, December 1974, 300-302. 
“Harvey C. Couch and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation,” Arkansas Historical Quarterly, 
Vol. XXXII, Autumn 1973, 217-225. 
Olson, J. S.  “Herbert Hoover and the ‘War’ on the Depression, Palimpsest, Vol. 54, July-August 
1973, 26-31. 
Olson, J. S.  “The End of Voluntarism:  Herbert Hoover and the National Credit 
Corporation,” Annals of Iowa, Vol. 41, Fall 1972, 1104-1113. 
Olson, J. S.  “Gifford Pinchot and the Politics of Hunger, 1933-1933,” Pennsylvania of History 
and Biography, October 1972, Vol. 105, 508-520. 
Olson, J. S.  “Organized Black Leadership and Industrial Unionism:  The Racial 
Response,”  1969, Labor History, Vol. 10, Summer, 475-86. 
Book Chapters  
  
Olson, J. S.  “Cancer,” in Cement, J.  Ed., Social Issues in America, Sharpe Reference, Vol. 2, 258-
69 
  
Olson, J. S.  “Race, Class and Progress: Black Leaders and Industrial Unionism, 1936-
1945,”  Cantor, M. ed., Black Labor in America, Negro Universities Press, 1969, 153-164. 
Olson, J. S., “Fifty-Fifty:  Breast Cancer Odds in Modern America,” in Olson, J. S., Marcus, R. D., 
and Burner, D., The United States in the Twentieth Century, Vol. I  America:  1900-1945, St. 
Martin’s Press, 1995, 399-412. 
Olson, J. S.  “The World of George Washington Plunkitt,” in Olson, J. S., Marcus, R. D., and 
Burner, D., The United States in the Twentieth Century, Vol. I  America:  1900-1945, St. Martin’s 
Press, 1995, 10-20. 
Olson, J. S., “’Big Bill’ Tilden:  Superstar of the 1920s,” in Olson, J. S., Marcus, R. D., and Burner, 
D., The United States in the Twentieth Century, Vol. I  America:  1900-1945, St. Martin’s Press, 
1995, 137-143. 
Olson, J. S.,  “Dinner at the White House,” in Olson, J. S., Marcus, R. D., and Burner, D., The 
United States in the Twentieth Century, Vol. I  America:  1900-1945, St. Martin’s Press, 1995, 89-
97. 
Olson, J. S.  “”From the Twentieth-First Century to the Garden of Eden:  The Search for Human 
Origins,” in Fritze, R. H., Olson, J.S., and Roberts, R. W., eds.,Reflections on World Civilization, 
Vol. I, Prehistory to 1600,” HarperCollins, 1993, 6-16. 



Olson, J. S.  “The Making of a Madman;  The Childhood of Adolf Hitler,” in Fritze, R. H., Olson, J. 
S., and Roberts, R. W., eds., Reflections on World Civilization, Vol. II, 1600 to the 
Present,  HarperCollins, 1993, 222-236. 
Olson, J. S., and Wilson R. “The World of Native Americans,” in Roberts, R. and Olson, J. 
S., American Experiences, Vol. I 1607-1877, Scott Foresman, Second Edition, 1990, 192-211. 
Olson, J. S., Browning, R.S.  “The Precarious Balance:  American Military Since 1945,” in W. W. 
MacDonald, W. A. Sutton, J. M. Carroll, and F. W. Abbott, eds.  Conflict and Change in America, 
River City Publishers, 1983, 57-64. 
Olson, J. S.  “Herbert Hoover and Modern America,” in Mark O. Hatfield, Herbert Hoover  
Reconsidered, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1981, 145-158. 
Books:  Monographs  
Olson, J. S.  Making Cancer History:  Disease and Discovery at The University of Texas M. D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009.  Pp. 368. 
Olson, J. S.  Bathsheba’s Breast:  Women, Cancer, and History, The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2002.  Pp. 302.  
Roberts, R. W., and Olson, J. S.  A Line in the Sand:  The Alamo in Blood and Memory, The Free 
Press, 2001.  Pp. 356.  Paperback Edition:  2004. 
Olson, J. S.  John Wayne American, The Free Press, 1995.  Paperback:  University of Nebraska 
Press, 1997.  Pp. 735. 
Olson, J. S.  Saving Capitalism:  The Reconstruction Finance Corporation and the New Deal, 
1933-1940, Princeton University Press, 1988.  Pp.  246. 
Olson, J. S.  Catholic Immigrants in America, Nelson-Hall, 1987.  Pp. 287. 
  
Olson, J. S., Herbert Hoover and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 1931-1933, Iowa State 
University Press, 1977.   Pp. 153. 
Books:  Surveys 
Olson, J. S.  The Ethnic Dimension in American History, St. Martin’s Press, 1979.  Pp. 440 
Second Edition, Brandywine Press, 1990; Third Edition, Brandywine Press, 1999; Fourth 
Edition:  Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 
Olson, J. S., and Olson, J. S.  Cuban Americans:  From Trauma to Triumph.  Twayne.  Pp. 142 
Olson, J. S. and Roberts, R. W.  Where the Domino Fell: America and Vietnam, St. Martin’s Press, 
1991.  Pp. 319.  Second Edition, 1996; Third Edition, Brandywine Press, 1999; Fourth 
Edition:  2004; Fifth Edition:  2008; Sixth Edition:  Wiley –Blackwell, 2014. 
Olson, J. S. Equality Deferred:  Race and Ethnicity in America Since 1945, Wadsworth, 2003. Pp. 
157. 
Roberts, R. W., and Olson, J.S.  Winning is the Only Thing:  Sports in America Since 1945. 
The Johns Hopkins University Press.  Pp. 258. 
Books:  Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 
Olson, J. S, and Mendoza, A. O.  Eds.  American Economic History: A Dictionary and 
Chronology.  Greenwood, 2015, Pp. 695. 
Olson, J. S., and Kenny, S.L.  Eds.  The Industrial Revolution:  Key Themes and Documents.  ABC-
CLIO.  2015.  Pp. 301. 
Olson, J. S.  In Country:  Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, Metro Books, 2008.  Pp. 
664. 



Olson, J. S.  The Industrial Revolution in America.  Greenwood Press.  2002.  Pp. 313. 
Technical Editor:  Robert L. Shadle 
Olson, J. S.  Historical Dictionary of the British Empire, Greenwood Press, 1996, 2 Vols., 
Pp. 1,246.  Senior Associate Editor:  Robert L. Shadle. 
Olson, J. S.  Encyclopedia of American Indian Civil Rights.  Greenwood Press.  1997.  Pp. 417. 
Associate Editors:  Baxter, M., Tetzloff, J. M., and Pierson, D. 
Olson, J. S.  Ethnohistorical Dictionary of China, Greenwood Press, 1998.  Pp. 434. 
Olson, J. S.  Ethnohistorical Dictionary of the Russian and Soviet Empires.  Greenwood Press, 
1994.  Pp. 837.  Associate Editors:  Pappas, L. B., and Pappas, N. C. J. 
Olson, J. S.  Ed. Historical Dictionary of the Spanish Empire, 1402-1975.  Greenwood Press, 
1992.  Pp. 705.  Senior Editor:  Thick, S. L.  Associate Editors:  Freeman, S.;  Burnett, V.G.;  
Olson, J. S.  Historical Dictionary of European Imperialism.  Greenwood Press.  1991.  Pp. 782. 
Senior Associate Editor:  Shadle, R. L.  Associate Editors: Marlay, R.; Ratliff, W. G.; and Rowe, J. 
M., Jr. 
Olson, J. S.  Historical Dictionary of Central and South American Indians, Greenwood Press, 
1991.  Pp. 515. 
Olson, J. S.  Ed.  Historical  Dictionary of the 1920s:  From War to Depression.  Greenwood Press, 
1988.  Pp. 419. 
Olson, J. S.  Ed.  Historical Dictionary of the New Deal:  From Inauguration to War.  Greenwood 
Press, 1985.  Pp. 611. 
  
Olson, J. S.  Ed. Historical Dictionary of the Vietnam War.  Greenwood Press.  1988.  Pp. 585. 
Paperback Edition:  Peter Bedrick Books.  1988.   
  
Olson, J. S. and Wladaver-Morgan, S. Eds.  Dictionary of U.S. Economic History, Greenwood 
Press, 1991.  Japanese Translation:  Japan UNI Agency, 2009.  Pp. 555. 
Olson, J. S.  Historical Dictionary of the Great Depression, 1929-1940.  Greenwood Press. 2001. 
Pp. 355. 
Olson, J. S., and Shannon L. Kenny.  The Industrial Revolution.  Key Themes and Documents. 
Greenwood Press.  ABC-CLIO.  2015. 
Olson,, J. S.  I.  ABC-CLIO.  2015. 
Books:  Historiographies, Bibliographies, and Documents 
  
Olson, J. S. and Roberts, R. W.  My Lai:  A Brief History with Documents.  Bedford, 1998.  Pp. 
222.  
  
Olson, J. S.  William Riordan’s The World of George Washington Plunkitt.    Brandywine Press, 
1994.  Pp. 170 
  
Olson, J. S.  The Vietnam War:  A Handbook of Literature sand Research, Greenwood Press, 
1993.  Pp. 516. 
  
Olson, J. S.  The History of Cancer:  An Annotated Bibliography, Greenwood Press, 1989.  Pp. 
426. 



  
Books:  Anthologies 
Olson, J. S., Marcus, D., Burner, D.  Eds.  The United States in the Twentieth Century.  Vol. 1, 
America:  1900-1945, St. Martin’s Press, 1995. Pp. 331 
Olson, J. S., Marcus, D., Burner, D.  Eds.  The United States in the Twentieth Century.  Vol. 2 
America Since 1945.  St. Martin’s Press, 1995.  Pp. 425 
Olson, J. S. and Roberts, R. W.   American Experiences, 1607-1877, Vol. 1:  To 1877, Scott, 
Foresman and Company, 1986.  Pp. 353.   
Second Edition:  Scott Foresman Little Brown, 1990. 
Third Edition:  HarperCollins, 1998 
Fourth Edition:  Longman, 1998. 
Fifth Edition:  Longman, 2002. 
Sixth Edition:  Pearson Longman, 2005. 
Fritze, R. H., Olson, J. S., and Roberts, R. W.  Reflections on World Civilization, Vol. I: 1600 to the 
Present, Harper Collins, 1993.  Pp. 285.  
Fritze, R. H., Olson, J. S., and Roberts, R. W.  Reflections on World Civilization, Vol. II:  1600 to 
the Present, Harper Collins, 1993.  Pp. 266.  
  
Olson, J. S., and Roberts, R. W.  American Experiences, 1877 to the Present, Scott, Foresman and 
Company, 1986.  Pp. 325.   
Second Edition:  Scott Foresman Little Brown, 1990. 
Third Edition:  HarperCollins, 1998 
Fourth Edition:  Longman, 1998. 
Fifth Edition:  Longman, 2002. 
Sixth Edition:  Pearson Longman, 2005.  16834 
Conference Presentations, 2007-2014  (Because of a computer problem, I accidentally erased 
from my c.v. all conferenced presentations before 2007).  
  
Olson, J.S. “Radical Surgery in the Treatment of Breast Cancer:  An Overview,” The University 
of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center,” October 18, 2013. 
Olson, J. S.      “Cancer Survivorship.”  The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer 
Center,” October 18, 2013. 
  
Olson, J. S.  “Breast Cancer Treatment over the Ages,” Stephen F. Austin State University, 
March 23, 2012. 
Olson, J. S. “Changing Paradigms in Breast Cancer History,” Collegium Aesculapium 
Fall Conference, Bedford, Massachusetts, October 10, 2007 
Olson, J. S. “Writing Cancer History,” Writing Conference, The University of Texas M. D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, December 8, 2006. 
Olson, J. S. “Vietnam, Neoconservative Revisionism, and the War in Iraq,” Keynote 
Presentation, Symposium on the Vietnam War, Texas A&M University, Commerce, 
November 10, 2006. 
Honors and Awards (Research and Writing) 
            Outstanding Academic Book Award, American Association of College and Research 



                    Libraries, for Historical Dictionary of the New Deal:  From Inauguration to 
                    Preparation for War 1987. 
             Excellence in Research Award, Sam Houston State University, 1988.   
            Outstanding Academic Book Award, American Association of College and Research 
                    Libraries, for The History of Cancer:  An Annotated Bibliography, 1990. 
            Nominated by The Free Press for Pulitzer Prize in Biography, 1995) for John Wayne 
                     American. 
            Ray and Past Browne National Book Award, Popular Culture Association, for John 
                     Wayne American, 1996. 
            Deolece Parmelee Award for Outstanding Research, Texas Historical Foundation, 
                     for A Line in the Sand: The Alamo in Blood and Memory, 2001. 
            Nominated by The Johns Hopkins University Press for the Pulitzer Prize in History, 2002 
                    for Bathsheba’s Breast: Women, Cancer, and History.             
             Excellence in Scholar/Academic Publishing Award, History of Science Category, the 
                    Association of American Publishers, 2003, for Bathsheba’s Breast: Women, Cancer, 
                    and History. 
              
             A Los Angeles Times, Best Book of the Year recognition, 2003, for Bathsheba’s Breast: 
                   Women, Cancer, and History 
  
Work and Professional Experience 
  
  Instructor of History, Dowling College, 1970. 
  Instructor of History, The State University of New York, Stony Brook, 1971. 
  Assistant Professor of History, Sam Houston State University, 1972-1978. 
  Associate Professor of History, Sam Houston State University, 1978-1984. 
  Professor of History, Sam Houston State University, 1984-1996. 
  Distinguished Professor of History, Sam Houston State University, 1996-2007. 
  Texas State University System Regents Professor of History, 2007-2017. 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus, 2018 to present. 
  
Honors and Awards (Teaching) 
             Excellence in Teaching Award, Sam Houston State University, 1977 
             The Carnegie Endowment for Education and the Council for the Advancement of 
                        Education Professor of the Year Award, 2004.  
              Piper Professor Award, Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation, 2006. 
  
Honors and Awards (Service) 
              Alumni Association Service Award, 2004 
              Excellence in Service Award, Sam Houston State University, 2007. 
              Distinguished Alumnus Service Award, Brigham Young University, 2008.  
 


