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Education 
 
Ph.D. (Philosophy) The University of Kansas December 2015 
 Thesis Title:  Life and Death Issues in Bioethics: Abortion, Persistent 

Vegetative State, and the Definition of Death 
Committee Members: Don Marquis (Chair), John Symons (Co-Chair), 
Dale Dorsey, Ben Eggleston, Erin Frykholm, Paul Scott 

 
M.A. (Philosophy) The University of Kansas December 2011 

Thesis Title: Compelled Concessions: the movement among egalitarians 
and sufficientarians toward a shared conception of educational justice 
Committee Members: Derrick Darby (Chair), Ann Cudd, Don Marquis 

 
M.A. (Philosophy) Oklahoma State University May 2008 
 Thesis Title: The Multitude Against Empire and the Influence of Religion 

upon the Global Revolution 
Committee Members: Michael Taylor (Chair), Lorraine Landry, Doren 
Recker, Eric Reitan 

 
B.A. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University May 2002 
 Major: Philosophy 
 
B.S. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University May 2003 
 Major: Mathematics 
 
 
Areas of Specialization/Competence 
 

AOS      AOC 
Bioethics     Social and Political Philosophy 
Ethics      Continental Philosophy 
       

      
Publications 
 

"The Responsibility Objection to Abortion: rejecting the notion that the responsibility 
objection successfully refutes a woman’s right to choose", Bioethics, 
doi: 10.1111/bioe.12097 Online Publication, April 2014 

 
“Multitude Against Empire: A Sin of Omission”, Philosophy & Social Criticism 2009 

(35): 793-801. 
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Presentations 
 

“Compelled Concessions: the movement among egalitarians and sufficientarians toward a 
shared conception of educational justice”, July 16-18, 2014. 32nd International 
Social Philosophy Conference. William Jewell College, Liberty, MO.  

 
“The Responsibility Objection to Abortion”, April 26, 2014. Long Island Philosophical 

Society Spring Meeting 2014. Molloy College. 
 
“Defining Equity and Adequacy: the debate between egalitarians and sufficientarians in 

educational justice”, March 22, 2014, 15th Annual Graduate Philosophy 
Conference, Michigan State University  

 
“The Responsibility Objection to Abortion”, March 1, 2014. Southeast Graduate 

Philosophy Congress, The University of Florida.  
 
“The Responsibility Objection to Abortion”, February 22, 2014. North Carolina 

Philosophical Society Spring Meeting 2014. UNC Chapel Hill. 
  
“The Multitude Against Empire: A Sin of Omission”, September 2007, Friends of the 

Forms, Oklahoma State University. 
 
“Religion & Empire: An Inherent Contradiction of Unity and Division”, March 2008, 

Graduate Student Conference on Community and Solidarity, University of 
Memphis 

 
Awards 
 
 Robinson Essay Contest Winner, Philosophy Department, The University of Kansas,  
  Spring 2013. Essay: “Tearing Down the Responsibility Objection to Abortion” 
 
Teaching Experience 

 
Adjunct Lecturer, Department of Psychology and Philosophy, Sam Houston State 
University (SHSU), Fall 2016 – Present 
Courses Taught 
Contemporary Moral Issues, Fall 2016 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant and Lecturer, Philosophy Department, The University 
of Kansas (KU), Fall 2009-Spring 2016 
 
Courses Taught 
Medical Ethics: Life & Death Issues, Fall 2015 
Moral Issues in Medicine, Fall 2014-Spring 2015 
Introduction to Ethics Fall 2011-Summer 2013, Fall 2015 
Introduction to Political Philosophy Fall 2010-Spring 2011, Fall 2013-Spring 2014 
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Reason and Argument, Fall 2009-Spring 2010 
 
Lecturer/Adjunct, Department of Humanities and Philosophy, University of Central 
Oklahoma (UCO), Fall 2008-Spring 2009 
 
Courses Taught 
Introduction to Logic, Fall 2008-Spring 2009 
 
Lecturer/Adjunct, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma State University (OSU), Fall 
2008-Spring 2009 
 
Courses Taught 
Logic and Critical Thinking, Spring 2009 
Philosophies of Life, Fall 2008-Spring 2009 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant and Lecturer, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma 
State University (OSU), Fall 2007-Spring 2008 
 

 Courses Taught 
Logic and Critical Thinking, Summer 2007-Spring 2008, Spring 2009 
Philosophies of Life, Fall 2006-Spring2007, Spring 2008-Spring 2009 

 
Professional Service 
 

Chairman, Organizing Committee; 2014 Great Plains Graduate Student Philosophy 
Conference, Fall 2013-Fall 2014 

 Organizing Director; Graduate Student Reading Group, Fall 2012-Spring 2013 
 
Professional Associations 
 
 Member, North American Society for Social Philosophy 
 
Academic Honor Society Memberships 
 

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
Golden Key Honor Society 

 The National Scholars Honor Society 
 Phi Sigma Tau Philosophical Honor Society 
 
Graduate Courses 
 
 Value Theory 
 
  Political Philosophy (D. Darby, KU) 
  History of Ethics (D. Marquis, KU) 
  Medical Ethics: Life and Death Issues (D. Marquis, KU) 
  Topics in Ethics: Practical Reason for Moral Authority (D. Dorsey, KU) 
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  Topics in Social and Political Thought: Humanitarian Aid and Intervention (A.  
   Cudd, KU) 
  Topics in Law and Philosophy (D. Darby, KU) 
  Topics in Applied Ethics: Abortion and Killing (D. Marquis, KU) 
  Topics in Social and Political Thought (M. Taylor, O.S.U.) 
  Topics in Ethics and International Justice (M. Taylor, O.S.U.) 
 
 Logic 
 
  Rational Choice Theory (A. Cudd, KU) 
  Symbolic Logic (J. Cain, O.S.U.) 
 
 Epistemology & Metaphysics 
 
  Theory of Knowledge (T. Robertson, KU) 
  Topics in Metaphysics and Epistemology (M. Taylor, O.S.U.) 
 
  History/Major Philosopher 
 
  Aristotle (T. Tuozzo, KU) 
  Hume (J. Bricke, KU) 
  Marxism (R. DeGeorge, KU) 
  Ancient Philosophy (R. Bensen, O.S.U.) 
  Seminar on Hume (M. Taylor, O.S.U.) 
  Seminar on Descartes (D. Recker, O.S.U.) 
 
 
References 
 

James Cain, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma State University 
Email:  james.cain@okstate.edu  
Phone: 405-744-9236 
 
Derrick Darby, Philosophy Department, The University of Michigan 
Email: dldarby@umich.edu 
Phone: 734-647-8315 
 
Ben Eggleston, Philosophy Department, The University of Kansas 
Email:  eggleston@ku.edu  
Phone: 785-864-2332 

 
Don Marquis, Philosophy Department, The University of Kansas (Ret.) 
Email:  dmarquis@ku.edu  
 
Doren Recker, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma State University 
Email:  doren.recker@okstate.edu  
Phone: 405-744-9230 
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Eric Reitan, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma State University 
Email:  eric.reitan@okstate.edu  
Phone: 405-744-7753 
 
John Symons, Philosophy Department, The University of Kansas 
Email: johnsymons@ku.edu  
Phone: 785-864-1948 
 
Michael Taylor, Philosophy Department, Oklahoma State University (Ret.) 
Email:  mike.taylor@okstate.edu 
 
Amoreena Ranck Howell, MD, MSPH, FAAFP 
Email: a.howell.md@gmail.com 

Assistant Medical Director 
Upper Cardozo Health Center 
3020 14th St, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

 
Academic Development Director 
Unity Health Care, Inc.  
1220 12th Street, SE, Suite 120   
Washington, DC 20003 
 
Core Faculty 
National Network Family Medicine Residency @ Unity Health Care 
 
Community Preceptor 
Georgetown Family Medicine Residency 
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