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Professional Preparation 

Rutgers University 
Civil Engineering, Bachelor of Science, 1991 
Mathematics, Bachelor of Arts, 1991 

University of Maryland 
Astronomy, Master of Science, 1995 
Astronomy, Doctor of Philosophy, 2002 

 
Appointments 

Associate Professor, 2014-present – Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas  
Assistant Professor, 2008-2014 – Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas  
Lecturer, 2002-2008 – the Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania  
Instructor, 2000-2002 – University of California at Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California  
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Synergistic Activities 
1.  Awarded the NASA/ROSES Opportunities in Education and Public Outreach in Earth and Space 

Science (EPOESS) research grant 2011, ASSET:  Astronomy Summer School of East Texas (PI: 
$204,351) to create and conduct an astronomy summer institute for regional 6 – 12 grade 
astronomy/science teachers.  One byproduct of this grant is the creation of education resource 
materials for middle and high school astronomy teachers nationwide. 

2. Presented research talks and posters focused on collaborative learning in introductory astronomy 
classes at various national and international conferences. 

3. Produced 19 astronomy-concept based videos for an introductory astronomy online course as a means 
of introducing an instructor presence within an online setting. Links to the videos can be found at: 
http://www.youtube.com/Astronomy001. 

4. Presented workshops to science teachers and educators at the Southwest Association for Science 
Teacher Education and the Conference for the Advancement of Science Teaching conferences, to 
disseminate lesson plans and pedagogical techniques for teaching astronomy.  

5. Served as editor or reviewer for a number of peer-reviewed journals focusing on critical thinking 
and/or science research and education. 


