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Graduate Degree Requirements
Academic Expectations and Guidelines

Graduate programs are typically regarded as either research or professional oriented programs.
Research programs have a major research component. At the master’s level, the research component
may be included in a series of courses, a research product, and/or a thesis. At the doctoral level, the
research product is a dissertation. Professional programs at the master’s level may include an
internship and/or a practicum, in lieu of a research product.

Graduate studies tend to be more focused, provide greater depth of study within the chosen field,
foster independent learning, and promote knowledge of the literature. All of the graduate programs at
Sam Houston State University require an assessment of knowledge retention toward the end of the
academic program. Further assessment information can be found under Comprehensive Requirements.

Regardless of the type of program, the academic expectations placed on graduate students far exceed
those experienced at the undergraduate level. To maintain academic good standing at Sam Houston
State University, a graduate student must maintain an overall grade point average of at least 3.0 on all
graduate coursework attempted. Students associated with the College of Osteopathic Medicine will
adhere to an academic standings policy as outlined in their student handbook. See Scholastic
Expectations for further details.

Graduate Degree Requirements

Academic Procedures
Degree Plan
Comprehensive Examination
Enrollment in Thesis or Dissertation Courses
Master's Thesis/Doctoral Dissertation
Graduation

Academic Procedures

SUMMARY OF THE MAJOR STEPS REQUIRED BY THE GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL
SCHOOL IN FULFILLING REQUIREMENTS FOR A GRADUATE DEGREE
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publication. The last date for submission can be found in the Academic Calendar.
6. SHSU publishes theses and dissertations electronically through Vireo and ProQuest. In certain

cases, however, SHSU will allow for an Embargo to be placed on a candidate’s research. An
embargo allows a thesis/dissertation to be withheld from being published for a limited time or
permanently in SHSU’s Institutional Repository and ProQuest. Printing and binding costs for
physical reproductions of the thesis/dissertation are the responsibility of the candidate. The
original copy will remain in the library collection.

Graduation

Application for a Degree

For fall and spring graduates, a formal application and payment of the degree/diploma fee must be
made in the Office of the Registrar on or before the 12th class day of the semester in which the degree
is to be conferred. Summer graduates will be required to file their graduation application and pay the
degree/diploma fee by the 4th class day of the first summer session in which the degree is to be
conferred. The specific deadline dates to apply to graduate each term can be found in the Academic
Calendar. A student filing a degree application after the published deadline will be assessed a late fee.
A student who is completing the last term of coursework at an institution other than SHSU must
provide The Graduate & Professional School with an official transcript of this coursework no later
than one day prior to the graduation date (See Transfer of Credit). Further details regarding the
graduation application process and graduation ceremony information may be found through the
Registrar’s Graduation site, including application fees.

Application for a Graduate Certificate

All graduate students who complete a graduate certificate issued by SHSU must submit an application
for graduation with the Office of the Registrar.  This process should take place on or before the 12th
class day during the fall or spring semester.  Summer graduates will be required to complete the
process on or before the 4th class day.  Graduate certificates may be awarded at the completion of the
required graduate certificate coursework, except for graduate certificates that require degree
completion per the academic program.  Here is a complete list of graduate certificates offered at
SHSU.

Please note that certifications issued by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) will be distributed by the
TEA not by SHSU.

Academic Expectations and Guidelines

Grading System
Academic Honesty
Scholastic Expectations
Graduate Certificates
Academic Probation and Suspension
Resignations
Transcripts
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Transfer of Credit
University Academic Policy Manual and Student Guidelines

Grading System

Four grades are given in graduate courses at the University:

Grade Denotation

Grade Denotation

A Academic Excellence

B Acceptable Performance

C Passing, yet Insufficient Performance

F Failure

The mark “IP” denotes “in progress” and is given in thesis/dissertation and other courses which
cannot be completed within one semester.
The mark “CR” denotes “credit.”
The mark of “W” denotes “withdrew” and is given for resignations.
The mark “X” denotes “incomplete.” If the student meets the prescribed requirements of the course
before the end of the next long academic semester (fall or spring; the summer term is not
considered a long semester for X grade submissions) after the “X” is given, the student will receive
the grade earned; otherwise, the mark “X” will be automatically changed to an “F.”
The mark of “Q” is assigned to courses dropped from the thirteenth class day for a fall or spring
semester, or from the fifth class day for a summer session, through the last class day but prior to
any final exams being taken or course completion. Courses with the mark of “Q” will not be
counted as courses attempted and will not be included in determining grade point averages. 
Students associated with the College of Osteopathic Medicine are subject to a grading policy found
in the College of Osteopathic Medicine Student Handbook.  

Academic Honesty

The Graduate Faculty of Sam Houston State University expects students to conduct academic work
with integrity and honesty. Acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and can result in the
failure of a course and dismissal from the University.

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, collusion (the
unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit), the abuse of
resource materials, and misrepresentation of credentials or accomplishments.

Sam Houston State University’s policy on academic honesty and appeal procedures can be found in
the Student Guidelines, distributed by the Division of Student Affairs.  Students should check with
their academic colleges and departments/schools for potentially stricter policies than those listed in the
Graduate and Professional Catalog. Students associated with the College of Osteopathic Medicine
must adhere to additional policies that can be found in the College of Osteopathic Medicine Student
Handbook.  
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